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ADIA to Divest 50% IFCO Stake to
Stonepeak

Al Shurook Installs Newest
HEIDELBERG Speedmaster XL 106

Almarai to Acquire Pure Beverages in
SAR 1 Billion Deal

Apparel Group, Bisleri Enter Deal to
Expand MEA Footprint

FESPA Middle East 2026 to Focus
Beyond Technology

Egypt Targets 10% Growth for
Printing & Packaging Exports

FUJIFILM Doubles Down on Middle
East with New Offices

Paper & Tissue Show 2026 to Return
Stronger with 3 Shows

Egypt’s Printing & Packaging Exports
Record Strong Growth

ETERNA ECUT Die-cutters Give Al
Khat's Packaging a Fillip

Finance Ministry Gives Young Saudis
aFillip in Printing

Mubadala to Acquire 30% Stake in
Loscam International

Messe Diisseldorf on Expansion Path
in the Middle East

Sona Unveils Elegant Stationery
Swatch Book in Dubai

Qatar Begins World’s Largest 3D
Printed Construction Project

TechnoPrint 2025 Redefines Printing,
Packaging & Design

Takamul Invites BOBST CEO to
Celebrate New Packaging Deal
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BOBST: A Century of Innovation and
Reinvention in Packaging

Inventory Control for Packaging
Materials

SGI Dubai 2025 is set to redefine the
future of printing and signage in
Middle East and Africa

A Bold Leap into the Future of
Labels and Packaging

Qudwa Industrial Company & HP: A
Sustainable Print Partnership




Fditor's Note

All Eyes on SGI 2025: Innovation Takes
Center Stage

As the region gears up for SGI Dubai 2025 this September, the exhibition
once again promises to be a vital touchpoint for innovation, networking,
and business in the Middle East’s graphic arts industry. In this issue of ME
Printer, we spotlight SGI's role as a driving force behind the industry’s
ongoing transformation—from digital and sustainable printing
technologies to advanced signage and packaging solutions.

Our coverage features exclusive insights from exhibitors, product
previews, and trend analyses that reflect the energy and direction of
this year's event.

In addition, we continue our commitment to bringing you the latest
investment updates and developments from across the Middle
East’s printing and packaging sectors. Whether it's a new technology
adoption, an expansion project, or a market shift, we report the stories
shaping the region’s graphic arts future.

As always, the global perspective is equally important. In this issue,
you'll also find a curated roundup of international news and innovations
to keep you connected with the worldwide print and packaging
ecosystem.

We hope this edition offers valuable perspectives and sparks new ideas
as we approach one of the industry's most important events.
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News

Regional

ADIA to Divest 50% IFCO Stake to Stonepeak

9

IFCO is at the core

of Triton’s Business
Services investment
strategy, where we
have many years of
experience and in-
depth sector know-how

3
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Triton, a wholly-owned subsid-
iary of Abu Dhabi Investment Au-
thority (ADIA) has entered into
an agreement to divest around
50% stake in IFCO Group, a top
global supplier of reusable pack-
aging containers (RPCs) for fresh
foods, to Stonepeak, a leading
US-based alternative investment
firm specialising in infrastructure
and real assets.

A European mid-market sector-spe-
cialist investment firm and existing
investor in IFCO, Triton will continue
to remain its committed partner,
and together with Stonepeak, will
have a joint and equal ownership
and governance of IFCO.

Founded in 1992 in a small town
in Germany, IFCO today manages a
global logistics system that utilises
over 400 million RPCs to enable
more than 2.5 billion annual ship-
ments of fresh fruits, vegetables,
and other perishables from produc-
ers to retailers through a closed-
loop, circular supply chain.

Hamad Shahwan Aldhaheri, Ex-
ecutive Director of ADIA's Private
Equities Department, says, “ADIA
invested alongside Triton in IFCO’s
carve-out from Brambles in 2019.
Since then, IFCO has built solid
foundations for the future, based on
strong operational performance and

enhanced digital capabilities, and is
well positioned for growth. We wish
IFCO, Triton, and Stonepeak contin-
ued success in the years ahead.”
Senior Managing Director at Stone-
peak Nikolaus Woloszczuk, says,
“As the operator of the largest and
most established logistics network
for reusable packaging in the
grocery supply chain globally, IFCO
represents a critical component of
the logistics infrastructure deliver-
ing fresh produce. Its leadership
position is underpinned by its net-
work and scale, which deliver cost
and sustainability advantages over
single-use cardboard for retailers
and growers.

“We are excited to partner with Tri-
ton and the IFCO team to accelerate
this next chapter of growth at IFCO.
With its growing presence in North
America, IFCO fits squarely within
our infrastructure investment strat-
egy for the region.”

Partner and Co-Head of Business
Services at Triton, Stephan Forschle,
comments, “We thank ADIA for its
support of IFCO and the trustful col-
laboration with Triton over the last
six years and are looking forward to
continuing our investment journey
with Stonepeak. Together we share
the same ambition to create value
for our investors and portfolio com-
panies. IFCO is at the core of Triton's
Business Services investment strat-
egy, where we have many years of
experience and in-depth sector
know-how.”

“With the support of ADIA and Tri-
ton, IFCO has gone through a suc-
cessful strategic and operational
transformation and  delivered
strong growth. We want to thank
both investors for their contribu-
tion and welcome Stonepeak as
a new partner alongside Triton,”
adds IFCO CEO Michael Pooley.
“Stonepeak’s expertise in critical
infrastructure and proven invest-
ment strategy paired with Triton's
long years of sector experience
and focus on digitalisation and sus-
tainability will contribute largely to
IFCO's growth, strengthening our
market leading position globally.”

The transaction is subject to cus-
tomary regulatory approvals and is
expected to be completed in the
fourth quarter of 2025.



Al Shurook Installs Newest HEIDELBERG
Speedmaster XL 106

Jordan'’s Al Shurook for Printing and
Packaging hasinstalled HEIDELBERG's
newly enhanced Peak Performance
Speedmaster XL 106-7+LYY-1+L, the
first machine of its kind worldwide.
The installation of this state-of-the-
art technology is part of Al Shurook’s
well thought business strategy that
focuses on efficiency, flexibility, and
maintaining the highest possible
standards of quality and sustainabil-
ity for their customers.

The Peak Performance Speedmaster
XL 106, announced at drupa 2024,
comes with printing speeds of up
to 21,000 sheets per hour, setting a
new benchmark for productivity in
straight printing and perfecting.
Besides high-speed printing, the
new generation pressis packed with
a wide range of innovations. The
new Hycolor XL inking/dampening
unit with intelligent ink distribution
and improved Vario system ensures
high quality and waste reduction
when processing challenging jobs.
The new Speedmaster XL 106 Push
to Stop coating unit reduces set-up
times by up to 30%, with parallel,

fully automated processes that en-
able autonomous coating changes
in folding carton printing for the
first time.

The installation of this 12-unit offset
press marks a new chapter in Al
Shurook’s ongoing commitment
to precision, scale, and innova-
tion in printing technology. “This
powerhouse 12-unit offset press

is more than just a machine - it's a
leap forward in our journey of push-
ing boundaries in print,” says Al
Shurook Deputy General Manager
Fifi Kotob.

Graphic Supplies Co. (GRAPHCO),
suppliers and distributors of equip-
ment and consumables for the
graphic arts industry in Jordan, pro-
vided valuable support throughout
the installation process.

Founded in 1989 in Amman, Al
Shurook is a family-owned business
specialising in printing and packag-
ing. Specialities include offset print-

ing on folding carton boxes, labels,
and manufacture of corrugated
boxes and trays catering to industries
including personal and home care,
food and beverages, and tobacco.
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The installation of

this 12-unit offset
press marks a new
chapter in Al Shurook’s
ongoing commitment
to precision, scale, and
innovation in printing

technology
3

Almarai to Acquire Pure Beverages in SAR 1

Billion Deal

Almarai, one of the leading food
and beverage manufacturing and
distribution companies in the MENA
region, has signed a share purchase
agreement to acquire 100% stake
in Riyadh-based Pure Beverages
Industry Company valued at 1.04
billion Saudi riyals ($277 million).
Pure Beverages Industry Company
is a leading producer of high-qual-
ity bottled drinking water in Saudi
Arabia with its brands Ival and Oska.
It operates state-of-the-art facilities
using innovative production tech-
nologies committed to the highest
international quality standards and
sustainable industry practices.

The strategic acquisition aligns
with Almarai’s growth strategy to
expand its beverage portfolio and
enhance its consumer offerings.
The f&b major is confident that this
acquisition will create value for its
shareholders.

The acquisition will be financed
through Almarai’s internal cash flow
and completion is subject to con-
tractual conditions and obtaining
the necessary regulatory approvals.
Besides dairy products, Almarai has
a diversified portfolio including
baked goods, poultry products,

natural juices and beverages, infant
nutrition, dates, and seafood.
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The strategic
acquisition aligns
with Almarai’s growth
strategy to expand its
beverage portfolio
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Apparel Group, Bisleri Enter Deal to Expand MEA

Footprint

44

This transformative
collaboration will

see Apparel Group
spearhead the
manufacturing,
marketing, and
distribution of Bisleri’s
portfolio of iconic
brands across the
Middle East and Africa

3

Apparel Group, the global retail and
fashion lifestyle conglomerate head-
quartered in Dubai, has announced a
landmark strategic partnership with
Bisleri International, India’s leading
premium beverage company. This
transformative collaboration will see
Apparel Group spearhead the manu-
facturing, marketing, and distribution
of Bisleri's portfolio of iconic brands
across the Middle East and Africa, be-
ginning with the UAE launch in 2025.
Bisleri International, with a legacy of
over 50 years, has a diverse product
portfolioincluding Bisleri, the leading
packaged drinking water brand in
India; Bisleri Vedica, it's premium Hi-
malayan Spring water; and a dynamic
range of aerated beverages including
Bisleri Limonata, Bisleri Pop, Bisleri
Spyci Jeera, Bisleri Rev, and Bisleri

Soda. The company’s operations span
across 128 manufacturing centres
with a robust distribution network
catering to more than 5,00,000 out-
lets, alongside an established retail
presence in the UAE market with
marquee sports sponsorships like the
Dubai Marathon.

This partnership underscores Ap-
parel Group’s ongoing mission to
diversify its portfolio and introduce
best-in-class consumer brands to
the region. Leveraging its extensive
retail and F&B infrastructure — span-
ning over 2,300 stores and 85+
brands in 14 countries — Apparel
Group is set to unlock new avenues
of growth and elevate regional
beverage experiences.

Apparel Group CEO Neeraj Teckchan-
dani comments, “Our partnership

with Bisleri International marks a stra-
tegic milestone in Apparel Group's
journey to diversify and scale new
verticals across high-growth markets.
Bisleri's strong heritage, combined
with our operational expertise
and deep market understanding,
presents a powerful opportunity to
deliver exceptional beverage experi-
ences to consumers in the Middle
East and Africa. We look forward to
building a long-term, value-driven
collaboration that redefines bever-
age retail in the region.”

Angelo George, CEO at Bisleri Inter-
national, adds, “The Middle East and
Africa markets represent significant
opportunity for value creation in
the beverage sector. There is a large
Indian diaspora in the region which
is already familiar with our brands.
We have had sustained success in the
UAE market in the past and | am de-
lighted to announce the next chapter
of our journey in the region with our
strategic partnership with the Ap-
parel Group for the Middle East and
Africa markets. With Bisleri’'s commit-
ment to product quality and brand
building and Apparel Group’s well-
established presence and consumer
understanding in the region, | am
sure the partnership will be a perfect
blend for success. This partnership
also reflects our shared commitment
to innovation, regional expansion,
and delivering world-class consumer
experiences.”

FESPA Middle East 2026 to Focus Beyond

Technology

o | ME Printer July-August 2025

FESPA Middle East, the premier
regional expo for speciality printing
and signage, returns to Dubai from
13-15 January 2026 at Dubai Exhibi-
tion Centre (DEC). The success of the
previous two editions has clearly put
Dubai on the world map as one of the
top destinations for the screen print-
ing and the signage industries.

With over 150 global brands showcas-
ing the latest in wide-format digital,
textile, direct-to-garment, offset,
embroidery, and signage technolo-
gies, the event draws thousands of
industry professionals to network,

discover innovations, and drive

investment decisions.

Learning Opportunities

FESPA Middle East offers a platform of
knowledge sharing and information
as part of FESPA's mission to inspire,
educate, and grow the industry. A
host of educational activities will en-
able visitors to discover and explore
new market opportunities, the latest
innovations, and key industry trends
that can lead to business growth.

Conference Sessions

Show attendees have an opportu-
nity to participate in a range of free
sessions covering industry related
topics including business building
principles in the 3rd edition of FESPA
Leadership Exchange (FLEX), discover
the possibilities with print personali-
sation, examine new technology and
future visions, gain insights of print
and signage from the brand perspec-
tive, and explore sustainability for
print and signage businesses.
Sustainability Spotlight
Sustainability Spotlight will be a dedi-
cated half day of conference sessions



and a feature area on the exhibition
floor, providing useful, informative,
and actionable advice for speciality
printers and sign-makers looking to
make their businesses more sustain-
able. The content provides an excel-
lent opportunity to explore the ways
to adopt new processes, and how to
reduce costs by optimising energy
and resources.

World Wrap Masters

Following the highly-successful inau-
gural competition at the 2024 edition,
World Wrap Masters will return to
Dubai to acknowledge the winner of
the World Wrap Masters Middle East
competition.

The Wrap Institute will hold exciting
demos for visitors to explore and
learn more about industry tips and

tricks in vehicle wrapping during a
range of wrapping sessions.

Digital Printing Market

Market surveys have predicted a
stellar growth for the digital printing
market over the next five years. The
GCC digital printing market alone is
estimated to reach $1.16 billion by

2029 at a CAGR of 8.93% according
to Mordor Intelligence. Additionally, a
Research and Markets study expects
the global printing industry, valued
at $357 billion in 2023, to top $443
billion by 2028.

Opening Timings: (13-14 January
2026) 11 am - 7 pm, (15 January
2026) 11 am -6 pm.
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The GCC digital
printing market alone
is estimated to reach
$1.16 billion by 2029 at
a CAGR of 8.93%

Egypt Targets 10% Growth for Printing &
Packaging Exports

Egypt’s Export Council for Printing
& Packaging has set a strategic goal
of achieving 10% annual growth in
the sector’s exports, based on its
confidence in the role of printing
and packaging as a vital driver of
enhancing the competitiveness of
Egyptian products in the interna-
tional market.

This was confirmed by the Export
Council Chairman Nadim Elias in
a press statement issued on the
sidelines of the opening of the 13th
edition of ProPak MENA and Fi Africa
held recently in Cairo. He added that
the printing and packaging sector
spearheads Egyptian exports. “As
packaging creates the first impres-
sion of a product on consumers,
especially in foreign markets, it is
a pivotal element in enhancing a
product’s image and marketing op-
portunities,” explains Elias.

He further elaborated that many
major export industries, such as
food and pharmaceuticals, are
paying increasing attention to
developing packaging systems,
recognising the importance of
this element in improving product
quality and enhancing their global
competitiveness.

The head of the Export Council
explained that the growth of the
printing and packaging industry
has a positive impact on multiple
production sectors, including food
and beverages, pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics, retail, and others.

Today's packaging is no longer a
simple item for protecting goods,
but rather adds real value by
improving the final appearance of
products, improving their func-
tionality, and raising their quality.
“Good packaging not only helps
protect the product from external

influences during shipping and
storage, but also serves as an ef-
fective marketing tool through
attractive designs that provide
clear information to consumers and
enhances sales opportunities, both
in the local and export markets,”
adds Elias.

The printing and packaging sector
indirectly contributes between
7% and 10% of Egypt’s total non-
petroleum exports, reflecting the
sector’s crucial role in supporting
the country’s industrial and eco-
nomic growth.
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Good packaging not
only helps protect the
product from external
influences during
shipping and storage,
but also serves as an
effective marketing tool
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FUJIFILM Doubles Down on Middle East with

New Offices

66

The launch of its
new offices is part
of the company’s

future-facing mindset,
as well as efforts to
increase proximity to
end consumers and key

partners
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Anticipating another double-digit
growth year in the region, Japanese
giant reaffirms its commitment to
Middle East and Africa with new
office; site of new offices at Expo
City Dubai includes FUJIFILM Tech-
nology Center (FTC) to showcase
company'’s innovative offerings

FUJIFILM Middle East and Africa
today inaugurated its new offices

at Expo City Dubai - an innovation-
driven, people-centric community
designed as a blueprint for sustain-
able urbanlivingand the new centre
of Dubai’s future. The launch of its
new offices is part of the company’s
future-facing mindset, as well as
efforts to increase proximity to end-
consumers and key partners. The
site will also be home to FUJIFILM
Technology Center (FTC), which will
showcase the company’s innovative
offerings.

The Japanese company brings
world-renowned expertise and
innovations to some of the region’s
vital sectors. As a global leader in
healthcare, imaging, and printing
technologies, the firm supplies
cutting-edge solutions in the UAE,
such as innovative diagnostic
imaging systems, helping raise
the standard of healthcare in the
country and contributing to its de-
velopment goals. The company is
also preparing to launch Al-driven
screening centers (NURA) in the
UAE, reflecting its commitment to
early detection and better health
outcomes.

FUJIFILM Technology Center (FTC),
meanwhile, will offer professional
training for employees, business
partners, and end-users in the

Middle East, Africa, Europe, and
Asia. The center is equipped with a
comprehensive range of FUJIFILM
solutions for live demonstrations,
allowing visitors to try and test
multiple products and services.

H.E. Ken Okaniwa, Ambassador
of Japan to the UAE, says, “We
welcome the inauguration of FUJI-
FILM’s new offices and Technology

Center in Expo City Dubai. This new
investment by Japan's top company
in healthcare, imaging, and print-
ing reflects the excellent relations
between Japan and the UAE as well
as the strategic position of the UAE
as a global hub for business. | look
forward to FUJIFILM's technologies
contributing to better healthcare,
promotion of industries,and hu-
man capacity development.”

Manal AlBayat, Chief Commercial
& Engagement Officer, Expo City
Dubai, says, “With its technologies
used in vital sectors and its com-
mitment to knowledge-sharing, FU-
JIFILM’s choice of Expo City Dubai
for its new offices and Technology
Center reinforces the city’s posi-
tion as a hub for global businesses
driving innovative solutions in the
UAE and beyond. We are proud to
welcome FUJIFILM to our innova-
tion- and sustainability-focused
community — an ecosystem where
like-minded entities collaborate to
drive meaningful progress.”
FUJIFILM’s renewed commitment
to the region follows last year’s im-
pressive annual performance, and
the firm is looking to repeat the feat
in 2025 with a double-digit growth.
FUJIFILM Middle East and Africa will
also extend its commitment to Emi-

ratisation, with plans to introduce
new hires to support FTC operations
and cement the company’s leading
role in knowledge sharing.

Underscoring the global impor-
tance of the FTC for the company,
Masataka Akiyama, President &
Managing Director, FUJIFILM Eu-
rope GmbH, explains: “Our invest-
ment in the FUJIFILM Technology

Center is a powerful tool to enable
product showcases, including a
full-fledged medical centre with
hands-on training and lectures
delivered by healthcare profession-
als in the UAE, Egypt, and Morocco.
We are now also inviting imaging
and printing experts to our new
Dubai office space to facilitate the
exchange of ideas and support the
delivery of unrivaled solutions to
our customers.”

Michio Kondo, Managing Director,
FUJIFILM Middle East FZE, adds,
“With the opening of our new
offices at Expo City Dubai, FUJIF-
ILM is starting the next exciting
chapter of our success story in the
Middle East. As we look to deepen
our contribution to the region’s
prosperity and the wellbeing of its
people by providing value through
innovation and purpose-driven
growth, our new space will be a
centre for co-creation, training, new
partnerships, and the development
of high-tech solutions to help en-
hance lives and economies.”

Over the past five years, Fujifilm
has more than doubled its number
of staff across its offices in the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt,
Morocco, and South Africa.



Paper & Tissue Show 2026 to Return Stronger
with 3 Shows

Paper & Tissue Show 2026 will
return stronger than ever before,
bringing in three industry-specific
shows under one roof.

The flagship event will be co-located
with two new specialised exhibi-
tions, Hygiene & Nonwoven Show
and Recycle & Packaging Show,
taking place at ADNEC Centre Abu
Dhabi from 31 March to 2 April 2026.

Organised under a unified platform,
the B2B events offer an unmatched
opportunity to explore the latest
technologies, foster global partner-
ships, and connect with the MENA
region’s most influential buyers and
solution providers across the three
major industrial pillars.

11th Edition of Paper & Tissue Show
As the MENA region’s leading event
for the pulp, paper, tissue, and
converting sectors, Paper & Tissue
Show will once again gather manu-

facturers, suppliers, and distributors
to showcase innovation in finished
products, jumbo rolls, machinery,
raw materials, and paper chemicals.
The event will feature over 400
global exhibitors, attracting a
footfall of over 16,000 visitors from
more than 100 countries.

Dedicated conferences and spe-
cialised pavilions including the

highly-successful supermarket zone
and new exhibitor zone will be the
other attractions.

Recycle & Packaging Show: Focus
on Sustainable Solutions
Launched in response to a growing
demand, the Recycle & Packaging
Show presents cutting-edge devel-
opments in recyclable packaging,
eco-alternatives, industrial packag-
ing, and green logistics.

The show will present recycled and

biodegradable packaging prod-
ucts; machinery and automation for
packaging and waste management;
and equipment for corrugated
cardboard, flexible packaging, and
labelling.

Hygiene & Nonwoven Show:
Dedicated to Personal & Medi-
care Innovation

Highlighting the fast-growing hy-
giene sector, the show focuses on
nonwoven fabrics, baby care, adult
care, sanitary products, and medi-
cal textiles, as well as raw materials
and converting machinery.

The show will display global sup-
pliers of spunlace, spunbond, and
meltblown nonwovens; innovation
in disposable hygiene; and wet
wipes and personal care converting
technologies.
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Dedicated conferences
and specialized
pavilions including

the highly-successful
supermarket zone and
new exhibitor zone will
be the other attractions
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Egypt’s Printing & Packaging Exports Record

Strong Growth

44

Egyptian exports
totaled $12.67 billion
during the first quarter
of this fiscal, jumping
by an impressive 27%

Jd

Egypt’s Export Council for Printing,
Packaging, Paper, Literary & Artistic
Works (ECPP) has announced a
strong 25% growth this April, re-
cording $89.2 million compared to
$71.2 in the year-earlier period.

Chairman of the Export Council
Nadim Elias stated that this positive
performance reflects the increasing
competitiveness of Egyptian indus-
tries in the packaging and printing

sectors, particularly with the expan-
sion of regional markets and greater
demand for high-quality products.

“We are currently working to en-
hance the development of factories
through innovation and simultane-
ously trying to increase participa-
tion in international exhibitions and
strengthening trade relations with
African and Gulf markets besides
European and American markets,

which are seeing increasing de-
mand for smart and sustainable
packaging products” explains Elias.
According to Essam El-Naggar,
Chairman, General Organization for
Export and Import Control (GOEIC),
Egyptian exports totaled $12.67
billion during the first quarter of
this fiscal, jumping by an impressive
27%. “The measures taken by the
state, coupled with an attractive
investment climate contributed to
this increase” says El-Naggar.

The total value of Egyptian exports
last financial year rose by about
5.4% year-on-year to reach $44.9
billion, according to data from the
Central Agency for Public Mobiliza-
tion and Statistics (CAPMAS), issued
in March.

The Egyptian government plans to
increase the value of exports to 145
billion Egyptian pounds by 2030 as
part of its plan to increase dollar
resources.

ETERNA ECUT Die-cutters Give Al Khat’s
Packaging a Fillip

ECTERNA
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ETERNA specialises

is manufacturing
automatic die-cutters,
hot foil stampers, and
folder gluers
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Kuwait’s Al Khat Packaging has
invested in two ETERNA ECUT
1060 E automatic die-cutters. The
equipment is part of the company’s
steadfast commitment to quality and
future growth. This is the fifth and
sixth such installations carried out by
Dubai-based Prestige Graphics Trad-
ing, the official distributor of printing
and packaging machinery and con-

sumables in the GCC countries.
“We're so grateful for the continued
trust from the Al Khat team across
their multiple production sites,”
comments Prestige Graphics Director
Jabir Jabbar.

The ECUT 1060 E is known for its
high speed performance (up to 7,500
sheets/hour), smooth and low noise
running, high safety features, and

easy operation. The die-cutter comes
with a fully-automatic non-stop
feeder and preloading capabilities
to boost productivity and utilises the
best alloy steel material at all critical
points to enhance durability and
precision. Sharp corners are non-
existent along the entire travel path
to avoid scratches. The ECUT 1060 E
is also equipped with sensors that
constantly monitor every aspect of
the operation, displaying relevant
information in the event of any equip-
ment or operation fault.

Shanghai Eternal Machinery Co.,
Ltd. (ETERNA), was established in
1995 in Shanghai, China. In January
2011, ETERNA became a member of
packaging major Bobst Group which
acquired 65% shares of Gordon Ltd.,
the Hong Kong based holding com-
pany of ETERNA.

ETERNA specialises is manufacturing
automatic die-cutters, hot foil stamp-
ers, and folder gluers; besides e-Line,
a fully automated production line for
die-cutting.



Finance Ministry Gives Young Saudis a Fillip in
Printing

Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Finance,
represented by the Government
Printing Press, has announced the
launch of the fifth edition of the
Distinguished Personnel Qualifica-
tion Programme.

The initiative seeks to empower
recent graduates with training, de-
veloping their technical skills, and
providing them with the necessary
knowledge to enhance their job
performance to meet the needs of
the ministry and raise the level of
job readiness of specialised cadres.
The programme aims to qualify
distinguished national talents who
have graduated not more than four
years ago and holds a diploma in
the specified technical field. This

is achieved by enrolling them in
specialised training courses, in
addition to on-the-job training
for a period of 12 months, before
absorbing them as employees. The
successful completion of the pro-
gramme will grant them with two
additional grades above their due
rank, providing fruitful opportuni-
ties and refining their experiences
in a short period of time.

The ministry will receive applica-
tions from 22 June 2025. The
ministry clarified that only Saudi
nationals holding a diploma of at
least two years specialising in either
offset printing, digital printing, or
printing press maintenance can
register for the programme.

The ministry also stipulates that
the graduates must attain a score
of at least 4.5 in IELTS or equivalent
exams. The applicants must also
pass assessment tests, personal in-
terviews, and medical examinations.
The programme is an extension
of the Saudi finance ministry’s
effort to qualify local talent with a
productive and stimulating work
environment, enabling technical
competencies to contribute to
performance efficiency.

The initiative is in line with the goals
of Vision 2030 to build a prosperous
economy based on knowledge and
specialisation, and providing qual-
ity opportunities for young Saudi
nationals.
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Ministry of Finance
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The initiative is in

line with the goals of
Vision 2030 to build a
prosperous economy
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Mubadala to Acquire 30% Stake in Loscam

International

Abu Dhabi-based investment firm
Mubadala Investment Company
announced its agreement to acquire
a 30% stake in Loscam International,
a leading provider of pallet pooling
and returnable packaging solutions
across the Asia-Pacific region.

Mubadala will join the existing
shareholder group alongside Trustar
Capital, the private equity affiliate
of CITIC Capital Holdings Limited;
FountainVest, one of Asia’s leading
independent private equity firms;
and Sinotrans Limited, a subsidiary of
China Merchants Group (CMG).
Headquartered in Hong Kong,
Loscam operates in 12 countries and
regions throughout the Asia-Pacific,
including Australia, Hong Kong SAR,
Indonesia, Mainland China, Malaysia,
Myanmar, New Zealand, Philippines,
Singapore, Taiwan Region, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

The company provides sustainable,
high-quality pooling and logistics
solutions to leading players in fast-
moving consumer goods, retail, and
manufacturing. Products include
wooden pallets, plastic pallets, steel
stillage cages with wooden pallets,
wooden pallet collars and lids, fresh
produce crates, retail ready beverage
trays and display pallets, bins, Inter-

MUBADALA

mediate Bulk Containers (IBCs), and
GPAKs. With a history dating back to
1942, Loscam has established itself as
a trusted partner in optimising sup-
ply chain operations.

Mubadala manages a diverse port-
folio of assets and investments in the
United Arab Emirates and abroad, to
generate sustainable financial returns

for its shareholder, the Government
of Abu Dhabi. Headquartered in Abu
Dhabi, Mubadala also has offices in
Beijing, London, Moscow, New York,
Rio de Janeiro, and San Francisco.

The transaction is subject to custom-
ary closing conditions, including
regulatory approvals.
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Mubadala manages

a diverse portfolio of
assets and investments
in the UAE and abroad,
to generate sustainable
financial returns for

its shareholder, the
Government of Abu

Dhabi
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Messe Diisseldorf on Expansion Path in the

Middle East

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

THE WORLD'S NO. 1 TRADE FAIRS
COME TO RIYADH IN 2026...
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Messe Diisseldorf is
now represented in the
Middle East with a total
of eleven regional spin-
offs of its 20 leading
Diisseldorf-based
global trade shows

dd

o | ME Printer July-August 2025

Ginterpack

K, interpack, and drupa expand
into Saudi Arabia; EuroShop heads
to Dubai

Saudi Arabia is currently showcasing
the dynamic and diverse develop-
ment of the Middle Eastern economy.
From 12-15 May, Riyadh Exhibitions
Company (REC) hosted the Saudi
Plastics & Petrochem and Saudi Print
& Pack trade shows, featuring over
500 exhibitors from the petrochemi-
cals, plastics, print, and packaging
industries. The flourishing trade fair
quartet, whose exhibitor numbers
have climbed by 70% since 2018,
offers plenty of perfect touchpoints
for Messe Disseldorf.

REC Chairman Prince Saud Turki Al
Faisal Bin Abdulaziz and President and
CEO of Messe Disseldorf Wolfram
Diener, have signed a memorandum
of understanding to integrate Dis-
seldorf’s world-leading trade shows K,
interpack, and drupa into the future of
Saudi Plastics & Petrochem and Saudi
Print & Pack events.

Countless Tie-ins with Diissel-
dorf’s Trade Show Portfolio

Messe Dusseldorf’s Diener empha-
sises the significance of this decision:
“We're in the right place at the right
time. Our commitment to one of the
world’s fastest-growing trade show
markets reinforces our position as
one of the most successful trade
show companies worldwide. More
and more, Saudi Arabia and the

s gl b la o @Sl
Riydh Exhibitaons Comany w

United Arab Emirates are diversifying
their economies, which creates nu-
merous links to our broad trade show
portfolio as well as new potential for
our customers.”

Messe Diisseldorf Drives Momen-
tum in the Gulf Region

REC Chief Operating Officer Akram
Masri welcomes the partnership:
“Our trade shows have evolved
successfully in recent years. The
fact that they are now part of Messe
Disseldorf’s international portfolio
- alongside global number one
trade shows such as K, drupa and
interpack - underscores the grow-
ing significance of our market. At
the same time, we expect the col-
laboration to generate significant
momentum for our events.”

metalflow ALLIANCE Saudi Arabia:
Strong Premiere in Riyadh

Earlier this May, Messe Dusseldorf, in
cooperation with Arabian German
International Exhibitions (AGEX), held
its first event ever in Saudi Arabia.
The premiere of metaflow ALLIANCE
Saudi Arabia was held from 5-7 May,
bringing together 86 exhibitors from
Disseldorf’'s seven world-leading
trade shows for metal and flow tech-
nologies to Riyadh, with Messe Dis-
seldorf contributing to almost a third
of the approximately 275 companies
exhibiting at the concurrent Metal &
Sheet Saudi Arabia.

The metalworking industry in Saudi
Arabia has significant growth potential
due to government-backed economic
transformation and major invest-
ments in industry and infrastructure.

EuroShop Middle East 2026 Marks
Another Milestone

The retail sector is also undergo-
ing dynamic growth. According to
global market research firm MBB,
it is expected to expand by an
average of 5.7% annually in the Gulf
region through 2026, reaching a
projected market volume of around
$370 billion. To tap into this poten-
tial for Messe Dusseldorf’s custom-
ers, EuroShop Middle East will take
place in Dubai for the first time in
autumn 2026. “Securing EuroShop
Middle East 2026 at Dubai World
Trade Centre marks a significant
milestone in our Gulf region strat-
egy. This is just the beginning - our
aim is to bring more leading global
exhibition brands to the region in
the near future,” says Tarek Sibai,
Managing Director, Messe Dussel-
dorf - Gulf. The new management
company has been driving Messe
Disseldorf’s business development
efforts in the UAE since the start of
this year.

First Independently Organised
Trade Fair in the Gulf

Petra Cullmann, Executive Director
at Messe Dusseldorf, stresses the sig-
nificance of this step: “With EuroShop
Middle East, we are launching our
first independently organised trade
fair in the Gulf region. Considering
the rapidly growing retail sector in
the region, the general business
environment couldn’t be better.

Benefits for Messe Diisseldorf
Customers and Shareholders

Messe Disseldorf is now represented
in the Middle East with a total of
eleven regional spin-offs of its 20
leading Dusseldorf-based global
trade shows. “We've brought more
than half of our portfolio to the
Gulf region — and more shows will
follow,” says Diener. “Customers and
shareholders alike will benefit from
this expansion; by reinforcing the
hub between Europe and Asia, we'll
attract even more international com-



panies and trade show attendees to
our leading global trade shows in
Dusseldorf — from Asia, but also from
the Gulf region itself.”

Between 2014 and 2024, 1,677 exhibi-
tors and 1,73,947 visitors travelled to
Dusseldorf from the Middle East.

Building on Existing Strength:

Previous Steps in the Region

The current new-business activities
aren’t Messe Diusseldorf’s first foray
into the region. The company has
enjoyed a successful partnership
with ArabPlast in Dubai since 2007,
besides advancing its business in
Egypt with pacprocess MEA and
Food Africa Cairo - the link between

the Middle East and Africa - since
2019. In addition, a new subsidiary
joined Messe Dusseldorf’s global
network in 2024 in Tirkiye - the
bridge between Europe and the
Middle East. The recent offensive in
Saudi Arabia and in Dubai, where the
new Messe Dusseldorf Gulf office is
based, marks the logical next step.
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Between 2014 and
2024, 1,677 exhibitors
and 1,73,947 visitors
travelled to Diisseldorf
from the Middle East
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Sona Unveils Elegant Stationery Swatch Book in

Dubai

Dubai-based paper distributor Sona
Commercial recently hosted an
exclusive launch event for its highly
awaited stationery swatch book at
the chic and vibrant Indian restau-
rant Tandoor Tina Dubai, located
in 25hours Hotel One Central. The
evening brought together prominent
names from the world of design,
printing, and marketing to celebrate
creativity and craftsmanship in paper.
The launch showcased 16 carefully
selected varieties of paper — from
recycled ones to those with smooth,
coated, and textured finishes. Each
paper was thoughtfully curated to
inspire innovative stationery design
and elevate print possibilities.

A highlight of the evening was the
presence of Delia Pérez Paya, Com-
mercial Vice President at Fedrigoni
FSP - International (Global except

US and ltaly), who brought global
perspectives on paper innovation
and sustainability, adding depth and
value to the event.

The paper company thanked Melanie
Trzcinski, Head of Sales IMEA at
Fedrigoni Group - FSP, and Nataliia
Sapkevych, Business Development
Manager, Fedrigoni Paper, for their
support, and Vikrant Chhabra, Man-
aging Director, Sona Commercial LLC,
for his leadership and vision behind
the project.

Guests explored an array of exqui-
sitely printed samples - including
letterheads, envelopes, and business
cards - brought to life with Sona’s
premium papers collection. The
swatch book not only highlighted the
texture and finish of each paper but
also illustrated its real-world design
applications.

The event attracted a dynamic mix
of creative professionals, agencies,
and marketers, sparking meaningful
conversations, tactile exploration,
and fresh inspiration.

The launch was a major success and
a true celebration of collaboration,
design, and the enduring power of
fine paper.
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Qatar Begins World’s Largest 3D Printed
Construction Project

¢

The project involves
the construction of

14 public schools,
including the two

built using 3D printing
technology, each with a
built-up area of 20,000

B
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In a global first for large-scale digi-
tal construction, Qatar-based in-
ternational constructiXon firm UCC
Holding, in partnership with the
Public Works Authority (Ashgal),
has officially commenced the print-
ing phase of the 3D Printed Schools
Project - marking the launch of
the world’s largest construction
development using 3D printing
technology.

The project involves the construction
of 14 public schools, including the
two built using 3D printing technol-
ogy, each with a built-up area of
20,000 square metres. This is 40 times
larger than the largest 3D-printed
building constructed anywhere in
the world to date. The two schools
are designed as two-storey build-
ings on plots measuring 100 by 100
metres each, making this project an
unprecedented model for future-
ready educational infrastructure in
Qatar and across the region.

For this immense project, UCC
Holding commissioned COBOD, the
Denmark-based global leader in
3D construction printing solutions,
to supply two customised BODXL
printers, each measuring 50 metres
in length, 30 metres in width, and 15
metres in height - roughly the size of
a Boeing 737 hangar — making them

the largest construction printers in
the world.

Following extensive preparation
— including site development, equip-
ment assembly, and operational
simulations - printing operations
have officially begun. UCC Holding
has assembled a dedicated 3D
construction team consisting of
architects, civil engineers, material
scientists, and printer technicians.
The team has, over the past eight
months, conducted over 100 full-
scale test prints using a BOD2 printer
at a dedicated trial site in Doha,
developing concrete mix designs,
validating performance under local
climate conditions, and engineering
a custom print nozzle to ensure preci-
sion and smooth extrusion. With its
unique modular design, the COBOD

BOD2 is a gantry based printer that
is specially designed for on-site
concrete printing of large 3D objects.
In May 2025, the team completed
intensive training alongside COBOD
engineers, covering printer op-
eration, print sequencing, structural
layering strategies, and live quality
control. This milestone marks a major
leap in Qatar’s local capacity for
advanced construction technology,
solidifying its role as a regional hub
for innovation and engineering.

Compared to conventional construc-
tion methods, 3D printing offers
multiple environmental, social, and
economic advantages. It significantly
reduces raw material waste and mini-
mises concrete usage, cutting carbon
emissions. On-site printing also
reduces transport needs, mitigates
supply chain risks, and accelerates

project delivery. With operations
scheduled at night to avoid high tem-
peratures, the process also ensures
better concrete performance while
reducing dust and noise.
Architecturally, the schools are
inspired by the natural desert forma-
tions of Qatar, with curved, flowing
walls resembling sand dunes. The
design is only made possible by the
geometric freedom that 3D printing
offers — enabling organic, parametric
forms that would be difficult or
cost-prohibitive  using traditional
construction methods.

The schools are expected to be
completed by the end of 2025,
reinforcing Qatar’s global leader-
ship in sustainable development,
innovation, and next-generation
publicinfrastructure.



TechnoPrint 2025 Redefines Printing, Packaging
& Design

TechnoPrint 2025 concluded
on a successful note at Cairo
International Convention Cen-
ter (CICC), attracting industry
professionals from the printing,
packaging, labelling, paper, and
advertising sectors.

Organised by Printing Industries
CO-OP Association (TAG), the
three-day event (19-21 June 2025)
featured over 250 exhibitors, occu-
pying three halls with a full display
space spanning 8,000 square me-
tres. Major participants included
Agfa, Al Ahram Group, BOBST-IPS,
Digital Valley, EL Karma, Gulf
Media, Jacstene, K-Group, Konica
Minolta, Mission, Ricoh, and Xerox.

Redefining Industry Standards
TechnoPrint 2025 redefined indus-
try standards, featuring the most
advanced printing technologies,
innovative packaging solutions,
and digital advertising techniques.
Attendees  gained first-hand
experience  of  breakthrough
technologies in inkjet printing,
digital machines, and commercial
printing solutions, reinforcing the
event’s reputation for industry
professionals.

Besides cutting-edge innova-
tions in printing, packaging, and

advertising on display, TechnoPrint
2025 provided an ideal platform
for meeting industry leaders, con-
necting with top manufacturers
and suppliers, offering tailored
solutions for each sector, experi-
encing live demos and workshops,
and gaining insights into the latest
industry trends and innovations.

Setting a Benchmarkin Develop-
ing Egypt’s Printing & Packaging
Since 2006, TechnoPrint has set
a benchmark for Egypt’s printing
and packaging industries. Over the
years, the biennial event continues
to introduce the latest develop-
ments of printing and packaging

technologies to Egyptian printers
and manufacturers; connect sup-
pliers with clients from all around
the world to enhance printing,
packaging, and advertising busi-
ness in the MEA region; achieve
maximum sales deals, leads, and
contacts between Egyptian print-
ers and local and global suppliers;
emphasise on packaging materials
manufactured in Egypt for promot-
ing export; demonstrating the
development of Egyptian printing
and packaging industries; and pro-
viding the opportunity for promot-
ing newly launched products and
technologies through workshops.
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TechnoPrint 2025
redefined industry
standards, featuring
the most advanced
printing technologies,
innovative packaging
solutions, and digital
advertising techniques
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Takamul Invites BOBST CEO to Celebrate New

Packaging Deal

44

Takamul has five
business units spread
across Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, specialising in
plastic and packaging
products, flexible
packaging, folding
cartons, corrugated
boxes and sheets,
labels, and offset
printing
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Dammam-headquartered pack-
aging specialists Takamul In-
dustries welcomed a high-level
delegation from BOBST, includ-
ing CEO Jean-Pascal Bobst, to
celebrate the signing of a new
machine contract with Express
Pack Print, one of the three UAE-
based units of Takamul.

“The visit marks a significant
milestone in  our continuous
drive to upgrade our production
capabilities and reinforce our
position as a regional leader in
high-performance packaging solu-
tions,” says Takamul Industries CEO
John Abi Najm.

Joining Najm in receiving the
BOBST delegation was Express
Pack Print General Manager Ma-
roun N. El Khoury, along with other

key members of the leadership
team.

“We look forward to a continued
partnership built on shared values
of quality, performance, and trans-
formation,” says El Khoury.
Takamul has five business units
spread across Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, specialising in plastic and
packaging products, flexible pack-
aging, folding cartons, corrugated
boxes and sheets, labels, and offset
printing.

Express Pack Print was established
in Jebel Ali Free Zone in 1991 and
is one of the foremost providers of
corrugated packaging in the UAE.
“We have been supported by a
wide range of finishing machines
from BOBST. These machines
are known for their quality and
reliability that enable us to supply
any type of bespoke packaging
requirements,” adds El Khoury.
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BOBST: A Century of Innovation and Reinvention
in Packaging
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Now a powerhouse
with over 6,500
employees and 21
production sites across
12 countries, BOBST's
solutions are deeply
embedded in the label,
flexible packaging,
folding carton, and

corrugated board
industries ) )
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A Legacy of Leadership

Founded in 1890 in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland, BOBST began as a manufac-
turer of machinery for the printing
and converting industries. Over the
past 130+ years, the company has
evolved from a local family-owned
workshop into a global leader in
packaging technology, maintain-
ing its headquarters in the serene
countryside of Mex, near Lausanne.
BOBST pioneered breakthroughs
such as the first automatic die-cutter
and has consistently stayed ahead of
market shifts, from analog to digital,
mechanical to automated, and linear
to connected systems.

Now a powerhouse with over 6,500
employees and 21 production sites
across 12 countries, BOBST's solutions
are deeply embedded in the label,
flexible packaging, folding carton,
and corrugated board industries.
In 2024, the company reported a
turnover of CHF 1.89 billion. Under
the stewardship of CEO Jean-Pascal
Bobst, the company continues its
transformation by aligning product
innovation with four strategic pillars:
connectivity, digitization, automa-
tion, and sustainability.

Strategic Transformation Through
Innovation

Jean-Pascal Bobst emphasizes that
value creation is driven not just by
financial performance, but by people

and purposeful innovation. His
strategy has led to the development
of transformative technologies that
bring “smart” packaging to life.

Some standout innovations include:
+ ECG (Extended Color Gamut)
printing via advanced seven-color
flexo systems

« Ink-on-Demand (IOD) and Digi-
Color, a closed-loop system for
real-time ink management based
on Delta E color standards

« File-to-print turnaround in under
an hour, with fully automated
plate and color changeovers in
under four minutes

These advances not only reduce
waste and improve precision, but
also align with growing demands for

sustainable practices and food-safe
packaging. BOBST has also been de-
veloping digital and hybrid printing
solutions to adapt to the changing
dynamics of the market.

Expanding Footprint: BOBST in
the Middle East

BOBST has experienced significant
growth and impact across the Middle
East, a region increasingly recognized
for its dynamic packaging sector and
strategic importance in global logis-
tics and manufacturing. With strong
economic diversification initiatives
in countries like the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, packaging and printing have
emerged as key industrial growth
areas—and BOBST has positioned
itself as a pivotal player in this trans-
formation.

BOBST has been actively present in
the Middle East for decades through

its regional offices, local agents,
and frequent participation in major
industry events like Gulf Print & Pack
in Dubai and Saudi Print & Pack
in Riyadh. These events have pro-
vided vital platforms for showcasing
BOBST's latest technologies in flex-
ible packaging, folding carton, and
corrugated solutions to converters
and brand owners across the region.
BOBST's local success is evident in the
number of leading Middle Eastern
converters who have adopted its
machines, including flagship instal-
lations of the MASTER M6, VISION
Cl, and EXPERTFOLD series. The
company’s deep commitment to
service and after-sales support in
the region—through partnerships,
technical centers, and dedicated
service engineers—has earned it a



reputation not just for technological
leadership but for reliability and
responsiveness.

Several key customers across the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Iran
have highlighted BOBST's technolo-
gies as essential to improving their
competitiveness, especially with
the region’s shift toward sustain-
able packaging solutions and
high-speed automation. By offering
customized training, fast-response
maintenance, and ongoing consul-
tation on workflow optimization,
BOBST continues to foster long-
term relationships and accelerate
innovation across the region.

With continued investments in local
engagement and digital infrastruc-
ture, BOBST is solidifying its role as
a trusted partner to Middle Eastern
converters who are expanding their
capacity, diversifying their product
portfolios, and serving both re-
gional and international markets with
cutting-edge packaging solutions.

Elevating the Customer Experi-
ence and Value Chain

BOBST's commitment extends far be-
yond machinery. Through its Applica-
tion Management program, BOBST
partners with clients across the
entire packaging value chain—from
material suppliers and converters to
brand owners and consumer goods
companies. The goal is to understand
customer pain points, anticipate
market trends, and co-create tailored
solutions.

Industry  experts like  Xavier
Bonamour  (flexible  packaging),
Philippe Domanksy (folding carton &
corrugated), and Stelios Manousakis
(labels) work directly with clients to
optimize processes and outcomes.
Their focus is on ecosystem-wide
value: not merely selling equipment,
but enabling future-ready produc-
tion systems through consulting,
workflow orchestration, and sustain-
able packaging design.

BOBST CONNECT: The Digital
Backbone

Introduced over five years ago,
BOBST CONNECT is the company’s
cloud-based ecosystem that uses
machine learning, Al, and data analyt-
ics to streamline the entire packaging

process. This digital hub recently
launched two key features:

1. Workflow Management: Enables
seamless job synchronization across
BOBST and third-party machines in
labels, flexibles, cartons, and cor-
rugated lines. Using “job recipes” and
“Twin PDFs,” converters can match
outputs between technologies—
e.g., moving from offset to flexo with
minimal recalibration.

2. Energy Monitoring: Provides real-
time tracking of energy consumption
and costs, helping converters in cor-
rugated and e-commerce packaging
reduce environmental impact and
operating expenses.

Looking forward, BOBST aims to open
APls to competitors, fostering a col-
laborative ecosystem that unites the
packaging industry in a streamlined,
waste-reducing production flow.
Competence Centers: A Global Net-
work of Innovation

Instead of relying solely on large
tradeshows, BOBST has invested in
12 global Competence Centers—
dedicated spaces for demonstration,
training, and application develop-
ment. These centers allow for hands-
on interaction with specialized
solutions in real-world production
environments.

During a recent visit to the new
BOBST Atlanta Competence Center,
the focus was on flexible packaging.
The facility featured:

+ DIGITAL MASTER 340

+ DIGITAL EXPERT 340 All-in-One

« MASTER M6 flexo press

« VISION CI press — A 43-ft machine
reaching speeds of 1,300 ft/min with
only 30 ft of waste between jobs

« NOVALAM S550 laminator

- Digital Inspection Table FC 106,
offering quality control using PDF
overlays, spectrometers, and barcode
grading

- Digital Makeready Tool, reducing foil
stamping setup by 50%

« Crease Light Tool integrated with
HMI SPHERE for precise die-cut
adjustments

These sessions also featured educa-
tional presentations from partners
like Miraclon, Synaptik, and Wicoff,
reinforcing BOBST's role not just as a
machine builder, but as an educator
and ecosystem leader.

A Future-Focused Vision

BOBST continues to set the standard
in packaging, not by resting on
legacy, but by continuously reinvent-
ing itself in response to customer
needs and industry trends. Whether

it's sustainable inks, smart workflows,
Al-enabled quality control, or deep
collaboration across the supply chain,
BOBST is more than a manufac-
turer—it’s a future architect for the
global packaging community.
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Inventory Control for Packaging Materials
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The global packaging
market was valued at
approximately USD
1.05 trillion in 2023 and
is projected to grow

to USD 1.45 trillion by
2032, with a compound
annual growth rate
(CAGR) of about 3.8%
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According to Fortune Business In-
sights, the global packaging market
was valued at approximately USD
1.05 trillion in 2023 and is projected
to grow to USD 1.45 trillion by 2032,
with a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of about 3.8%. In paral-
lel, the global label market was
valued at around USD 44.36 billion
in 2025, and is expected to reach
USD 56.35 billion by 2030, growing
at a CAGR of 4.9%. The packaging
and labeling services market alone
was estimated at USD 50 billion in
2024, with projected growth to USD
67.5 billion by 2029 at an estimated
CAGR of 6%. These trends highlight
the critical importance of efficient
inventory control systems that
can manage a wide range of raw
materials, packaging formats, and
consumables across an increasingly
complex global supply chain.

In the dynamic world of label and
packaging production, maintaining
a robust and streamlined inven-
tory control system is vital to ensure
consistent product quality, minimize
downtime, and meet customer
expectations. Most label convert-
ers and package printers maintain
diverse inventories, ranging from
paper and film reels to shrink
sleeves, rigid containers, tubes,
pouches, laminates, folding cartons,
inks, varnishes, adhesives, cutting
and foiling dies, cylinders, foils,
tapes, staples, pallets, and more.

Additionally, consumables such as
cleaning solvents, plates, rags, and
maintenance tools are also essential.
With growing demand for various
packaging materials—flexible
plastics, biodegradable films, glass
bottles, metal tins, and composite
containers—modern inventory
systems must adapt accordingly.

Effective inventory control begins
with integration into an MIS (Man-
agement Information  System),
which automates the tracking,
ordering, allocation, and reporting
of inventory items. A sophisticated
MIS enables full traceability of raw
materials through to finished goods,
which is particularly critical for
regulated industries such as food,
pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics.

Inventory tracking technologies
such as barcodes, QR codes, and
RFID tags ensure real-time visibil-
ity into stock levels. For packaging
operations dealing with multiple
materials—like multi-layer films for
pouches or PET for bottles—accu-
rate material tracking prevents mix-
ing of batches and enables precise
cost accounting. These systems also
integrate supplier data to automati-
cally process purchase orders, track
shipment status, and log item speci-
fications such as grade, thickness,
recyclability, and certification (e.g.,
FSC, ISO, or food-grade compliance).
Modern warehouse management
systems (WMS) further enhance

productivity by allocating materials
based on location codes (aisle, bay,
shelf) and applying first-in, first-out
(FIFO) logic. Shop floor data collec-
tion terminals or mobile handheld
devices allow real-time scanning
and allocation of materials to jobs,
ensuring minimal waste and ac-
curate batch recall if necessary. For
converters managing complex pack-
aging types—Ilaminated rollstock,
preformed trays, biodegradable
wraps—the ability to associate job
specs with material stock is crucial.
Finished goods control is equally
critical. Printed products awaiting
dispatch may include serialized la-
bels, multi-format folding cartons, or
assembled kits that combine various
packaging forms. These items should
be traceable back to their raw materi-
als and linked to automated shipping
instructions via integrated courier
platforms like DHL, UPS, and FedEx.
In summary, inventory control in the
packaging industry now goes beyond
traditional paper and film stocks. It
must accommodate the growing
diversity in packaging materials, en-
sure compliance with sustainability
and safety standards, and integrate
seamlessly with production, quality,
and logistics systems. By embracing
advanced MIS and warehouse tech-
nologies, packaging converters can
reduce costs, increase transparency,
and remain competitive in an evolv-
ing market.
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SGI DUBAI 2025

SGI Dubai 2025 is set to redefine the future of
printing and signage in Middle East and Africa
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SGI Dubai 2025
is poised to set
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industry excellence,
innovation, and global
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Dubai, the global epicenter for
innovation, business, and transfor-
mative technologies, is preparing
to host the highly anticipated 28th
edition of SGI Dubai 2025, sched-
uled to take place at the prestigious
Dubai World Trade Centre on 22nd,
23rd and 24th September this year.
Widely recognized as the largest
and most influential trade show for
the printing, signage, and imaging
industries in the Middle East and
Africa, SGI Dubai 2025 is poised
to set new standards for industry
excellence, innovation, and global
collaboration.

Following the remarkable success
of the 2024 edition, expectations
for SGI Dubai 2025 are soaring.
Last year, exhibitors reported
unprecedented sales, with numer-
ous machines selling out on the
very first day, reflecting the vibrant
and expanding demand across the
region. Industry leaders anticipate
this year’s event to break previous
records as exhibitors prepare to
showcase their latest high-value
equipment, including state-of-the-
art wide-format digital printers,
sophisticated 3D printing systems,
and innovative textile printing solu-
tions.
“SGl  Dubai

has  consistently

established itself as the foremost
platform driving business growth
and innovation within the global
printing and signage sectors," notes
Abdulrahman Falaknaz, President
of International Expo-Consults
(IEC), the event's organizers. "This
year, we are confident of surpass-
ing all previous benchmarks. Our
exhibitors are gearing up for robust
sales and valuable partnerships
that are only achievable through
this unparalleled event."
Attracting global decision-
makers and investors

SGI Dubai 2025 is expected to at-
tract curated buyers and high-cal-
iber investors from over a hundred
countries. The event’s dedicated
matchmaking services will facilitate
targeted engagements, fostering
valuable connections between
global exhibitors and key decision-
makers from diverse sectors,
including retail solutions, media
agencies, real estate, automotive
transformation, hospitality, and
more. The carefully selected audi-
ence ensures exhibitors can confi-
dently anticipate significant returns
on investment and meaningful
collaborations.

"The strength of SGI Dubai lies in its
ability to attract influential buyers

and investors ready to engage and
commit," explains Falaknaz. "This
curated environment amplifies op-
portunities for exhibitors to secure
immediate business deals and
long-term strategic partnerships,
making participation an essential
investment."

Expansive and comprehensive

industry profiles

SGI Dubai 2025 will comprehensive-

ly cover multiple industry sectors,

ensuring attendees and exhibitors
can explore specialized, cutting-
edge solutions tailored to their
needs. Exhibitors will showcase
advancements across diverse areas:

- Digital and Large-Format
Printing: Revolutionary high-
quality, large-scale  printing
technologies.

« Textile Printing: Cutting-edge
solutions and sustainable print-
ing advancements.

« 3D Printing: Innovative applica-
tions across numerous industries.

« Vehicle Graphics and Wrap-
ping: Latest trends and technolo-
gies in automotive branding.

« LED and Digital Signage:
Groundbreaking digital display
innovations.

« Screen Printing: Advanced
screen-printing solutions.

« Signage Materials and Sup-
plies: Premium materials and
essential substrates.

« Inks and Substrates: New de-
velopments in printing inks and
compatible substrates.

« Metal Cutting and Fabrication:
State-of-the-art precision metal
fabrication solutions.

A region poised for growth with
unmatched opportunitiesin MEA
The Middle East and Africa region
continues to experience robust
growth, driven by large-scale infra-
structure and development projects.
Major initiatives include the UAE's
Al Maktoum International Airport,
an $82 billion project forecasted to
handle 260 million passengers by
2030, and Dubailand, an AED 246
billion mixed-use leisure destination
expected by 2025. Additionally,
landmark developments such as the
Palm Islands, The World Islands,



and Dubai Creek Tower provide
substantial branding and signage
opportunities. Abu Dhabi's Masdar
City is an AED 80.8 billion sustain-
able project, further emphasizing
the region's commitment to green-
tech innovation. Qatar's Doha Metro
and the $28 billion Qatar Expressway
Programme signify substantial infra-
structure investments, while Lusail
City, a $45 billion new city project,
offers expansive branding zones.
Kuwait's significant projects include
the $4.3 billion expansion of Kuwait
International Airport Terminal 2 and
the Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah

Causeway. Moreover, the ambitious
Gulf Railway, a proposed $250 bil-
lion regional rail network, promises
extensive signage and branding op-
portunities, underscoring immense
business potential across the region.
Knowledge Series to drive indus-
try transformation

Integral to SGI Dubai 2025 is the SGI
Knowledge Series, a premier annual
conference running alongside the
exhibition. Industry experts and
thought leaders will delve into
critical issues shaping the future,
such as digital transformation,
sustainability, artificial intelligence
integration, and evolving market
dynamics. Attendees will gain
practical insights and actionable
strategies to stay competitive and
innovative in their fields.

"The Knowledge Series is about
more than just learning—it’s about
equipping our attendees with tools
and insights that directly impact
their business success," says Fal-

aknaz. "We're committed to provid-
ing a space where the industry can
collaborate, innovate, and navigate
future challenges confidently."

Setting the stage for unprec-
edented success

SGI Dubai 2025 is meticulously
designed to exceed industry expec-
tations, building upon the phenom-
enal success of previous editions.
Attendees can expect compelling
live demonstrations, groundbreaking
product launches, and immersive
workshops tailored to inspire creativ-
ity, innovation, and collaboration. SGI

Dubai serves not just as an exhibition
but as a powerful marketplace where
business growth is actively cultivated
and realized.

A call to local, regional, global
exhibitors to secure their future
success

With an unmatched reputation
for delivering tangible business
outcomes, SGI Dubai 2025 offers

exhibitors a unique opportunity
to connect directly with influential
buyers, industry leaders, and global
investors. For businesses aiming
to expand their international foot-
print, establish critical partnerships,
and showcase their innovations
to a highly targeted audience,
participation in SGI Dubai 2025 is
indispensable.

Mr. Falaknaz encapsulates the op-
portunity succinctly: "SGI Dubai is
more than an event—it's the epicen-
ter of innovation and strategic busi-
ness growth. We invite exhibitors

from around the globe to join us in
shaping the future of the printing,
signage, and imaging industries."

As anticipation builds for SGI Dubai
2025, industry leaders, innovators,
and entrepreneurs worldwide are
encouraged to mark their calendars,
secure their participation, and pre-
pare for a transformative event that
promises to redefine industry stan-
dards and propel business success.
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show is the remarkable
advancement in press
technology across
flexographic, digital,
offset, and hybrid
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Labelexpo Europe 2025

ABoldLeapintotheFutureofLabelsandPackaging

Convergence and Expansion
Define the 2025 Edition

Labelexpo Europe 2025, set to take
from 16 to 19 September 2025 at
the Fira Barcelona Gran Via, marks a
transformative chapter in the evolu-
tion of label and packaging print
technology. Expanding 15 percent
in scale compared to its previous
edition and welcoming over 650 ex-
hibitors, the event not only continues
its tradition as a premier showcase
for label printing innovation but
also embraces a broader scope
by officially incorporating folding
carton and flexible packaging print
and converting technologies. This
strategic shift aligns with the increas-
ing convergence seen in the market,
where converters are seeking versa-
tile solutions that span across labels,
shrink sleeves, in-mold labels, flexible
packaging, and cartons—often using
the same production lines.

Flexo Innovation: Wider, Smarter,
and More Modular

At the core of this year's show is the
remarkable advancement in press
technology across flexographic, digi-

tal, offset, and hybrid configurations.
Flexography, in particular, illustrates
this convergence with a strong push
towards mid-web press widths of 26
to 30 inches, ideal for a diverse range
of packaging formats. Attendees will
see presses such as the Omet X7,
Nilpeter FA-26, and Lombardi Invicta
i1, along with a host of advanced
narrow-web systems including the
new modular Synchroline by Lom-
bardi and the sleeve-based K6 from
Omet. These presses demonstrate a
growing emphasis on modularity, au-
tomation, and integration with digital
networks for real-time monitoring
and optimization—key enablers for
boosting productivity and reducing
changeover times.

Hybrid Presses Push the Boundar-
ies of Flexo and Digital

Hybrid press solutions are making
a strong impact this year, with
manufacturers offering highly flex-
ible systems that combine digital
and conventional units for printing,
decoration, and converting. Notable
examples include the Durst KJET, a
nine-color press that incorporates

LED-UV inkjet and flexo units, and
Mark Andy’s DSHD HighSpeed 1200,
which prints at an industry-leading
speed of 146 meters per minute
at 1200 DPI. Gallus is expected to
unveil a major new launch alongside
Heidelberg at this year's event,
continuing its journey in advancing
digital adoption through the modu-
lar System to Compose platform.

Heidelberg and Gallus Unveil Ma-
chines for the Next Era of Digital
Labels

Heidelberger Druckmaschinen
AG (Heidelberg) and Gallus have
confirmed they will jointly unveil two
new machines at Labelexpo Europe
2025 in response to rising demand for
shorter runs and faster turnaround in
the label sector. These launches rep-
resent a strategic expansion across
application areas and reinforce the
group’s role as an integrator of both
digital and conventional technolo-
gies. Their booth will feature a unified
lineup, including Heidelberg'’s Prinect
workflow tools, Gallus Screeny
screen printing, Gallus Services, and
highlights from the Gallus Classics
portfolio. The showcase will also em-
phasize Gallus’ matte-finish MatteJet
technology and other innovations
developed through the Gallus Experi-
ence Center.

Mark Andy and Gallus Lead with
Live Demonstrations and New
Launches

Mark Andy is another key exhibitor
presenting a full spectrum of press-
room technologies, including four



live printing platforms at booth
4E05. These include the Pro Series
flexo platform, the DSHD HighSpeed
1200 hybrid press, the new 660 mm
Performance Series sleeve press, and
the Digital Pro MAX toner-based hy-
brid system. Complementing these
systems will be finishing technolo-
gies from Rotoflex and Arpeco and
consumables from Mark Andy Print
Products. CEO Duane Pekar empha-
sizes the company's focus on digitiza-
tion, productivity, and diversification,
offering converters solutions that
balance performance and flexibility
across a range of market demands.

DuPont Celebrates 25 Years of
Fast Thermal Technology

Also celebrating a milestone is
DuPont Cyrel Flexographic, marking
25 years of its Fast thermal plate
processing system. At booth 5D47,
the Cyrel team will demonstrate the
Fast 1000 TD system, which offers
solvent-free, high-speed photopoly-
mer plate processing with a 99.8 per-
cent reduction in VOC emissions and
up to 75 percent faster platemaking
time. With over 1,500 installations
worldwide, Cyrel Fast has become
a benchmark in sustainable flexo
platemaking, empowering convert-
ers to meet tight deadlines with
minimal environmental impact.

Sun Chemical Champions Sustain-
ability with Comprehensive Ink
Systems

Sun Chemical will highlight its
sustainability-driven innovations at
booth 3D92, presenting a compre-
hensive range of inks, coatings, and
adhesives spanning analogue and
digital technologies. The UV LED
portfolio includes SolarWave Integra
and FSP migration-compliant inks,
SunWave LED coatings, SolarScreen
Wave screen inks, and high-density
SolarWave Panther blacks. The com-
pany will also introduce migration-
compliant screen inks, LED-curable
varnishes, and updated inkjet
technologies, all aligned with evolv-
ing EU packaging waste regulations.
Their SunColorBox toolset will offer
visitors insights into achieving con-
sistent digital color management
across the packaging supply chain.

Offset and Folding Carton
Technologies Drive Workflow
Efficiency

Cl flexo technology, while not

physically demonstrated on the
show floor, remains a focus through
exhibitors like Giave and Comexi.
Offset printing continues to prove
its relevance, especially in short-run
and premium markets. Intermittent/
semi-rotary offset systems from
Miyakoshi, Weigang, Zonten, and
Wanjie will be featured, along with
Rotatek’s upgraded Universal 850
rotary offset unit. Heidelberg will
complement its digital offerings
with its Speedmaster sheetfed offset
innovations for in-mold and wet
glue labels, integrating inline coat-
ing and foiling capabilities.

Folding carton production takes
center stage this year, reflecting
a shift towards inline flexography
and rotary offset as streamlined
alternatives to conventional multi-
stage sheetfed workflows. Canon’s
Edale CartonLine UV flexo press,
equipped with cold foil, lamination,
and flatbed die-cutting, exemplifies
this disruptive potential by enabling
reel-to-carton  production  with
complete inline functionality.

Digital Advancements Set New
Benchmarks in Speed and Quality
On the digital front, Labelexpo
2025 is defined by high-resolution,
high-speed, Al-powered systems.
HP Indigo’s 6K+ and V12 models,
Xeikon's TX500 and PX3300HD with
inline metallization, Konica Minolta’s
AccuriolLabel prototype, and Epson’s
new SurePress L-5034 all reflect
the trend toward smarter, faster,
and more sustainable production.
Screen Europe’s Truepress Label
350UV SAI-S, Domino’s N730i, and
Canon'’s LabelStream LS2000 round
out a digital landscape that priori-
tizes LED curing, color consistency,
and regulatory compliance.

Hoenle Debuts Flexible UV Curing
and New Brand Identity

UV specialist Hoenle will also have
a strong presence, showcasing its
new LED Powerline Web system.
Designed for labels and flexible
packaging, the system offers two
wavelength options for curing
inks and coatings, efficient water
cooling for high-output opera-
tion, and hybrid integration with
existing UV setups. The company
will also debut a new corporate
identity that reflects its evolving
role as a global leader in industrial
UV technologies.

Thought Leadership Takes Center
Stage at The Pulse Arena

Beyond the exhibition floor, Label-
expo 2025 emphasizes thought
leadership through the Pulse
Arena in Hall 7. This dedicated
space will host presentations and
panels on sustainability, automa-
tion, materials, and the future
of the print industry. Five newly
appointed ambassadors—Chris
Ellison, Corey Reardon, Marius
Tent, Will Parker, and Steve Met-
calf—will lead sessions and en-
gage with attendees on key topics
that reflect the industry’s broader
transformation.

Avery Dennison and Taghleef
Showcase Smart, Circular Mate-
rial Solutions

Among the many exhibitors, Avery
Dennison will celebrate its 90th
anniversary with a showcase of
smart packaging and sustainability-
driven materials, including RFID/NFC
technologies and the CleanFlake,
CleanGlass, and CleanFiber product
lines. Meanwhile, Taghleef Indus-
tries will use its booth to creatively
explore material innovation through
the ‘“reDesign Wall,” displaying
biobased, recycled, and recyclable
label films like Shape360 TDSW and
new decorative substrates.

A Show That Redefines What's
Possible in Print and Packaging
Labelexpo Europe 2025 is no longer
just a label show—it is a comprehen-
sive platform for the future of pack-
aging. As automation, sustainability,
and digital transformation continue
to reshape the industry, Barcelona
will serve as the launchpad for the
next generation of technologies
and partnerships that will define the
coming decade of print.
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Qudwa Industrial Company & HP: A Sustainable
Print Partnership
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The decision to expand
their large-format
printing operation
was driven primarily
by growing market
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Qudwa Industrial Company, a
leading BTL marketing solu-
tions provider based in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, has taken a major
step in upgrading its printing
capabilities through a strategic
investment in HP Latex tech-
nology. Speaking about this
transformation, Mr. Ali Jaber,
the General Manager of Qudwa,
shared insights into the motiva-
tions behind the move, the com-
pany’s experience with HP, and
the role this technology plays in
supporting both business goals
and broader national initiatives
like Saudi Vision 2030.

According to Mr. Jaber, the decision
to expand their large-format print-
ing operation was driven primarily
by growing market demand. “We
saw a sharp increase in the need
for high-quality, consistent, and
durable print materials,” he ex-
plained. “To keep pace, we needed

technology that not only met client
expectations but gave us an edge
in terms of quality and speed.”
After evaluating several options,
Qudwa selected HP Latex printers
for their ability to deliver on all
fronts—performance, reliability,
and environmental responsibility.

Qudwa'’s investment includes three
HP Latex 800 printers, two HP Latex
1500 units, and one HP Latex R1000.
Mr. Jaber emphasized that the deci-
sion was based on the printers’ abil-

ity to maintain consistent output
across different materials, as well
as the long-lasting quality of the
prints. The R1000, in particular, has
enabled the company to expand
its capabilities by allowing direct
printing on corrugated sheets—an
offering that has opened new ser-
vice opportunities.

“From day one, we noticed that HP
printers were delivering more out-
put compared to our existing setup,
which included equipment from
Durst,” Mr. Jaber noted. “The qual-
ity, durability, and ease of use stood
outimmediately.” The HP Latex 800
models are now exclusively used for
client work, helping Qudwa ensure
consistent color and print quality
with every job.

While the experience with HP’s
technology has been overwhelm-
ingly positive, there were chal-
lenges along the way. Mr. Jaber



Gudwa
6915

pointed out that running the HP La-
tex 1500 on generator power posed
some initial issues, and the R1000
required additional support due to
minor maintenance complications.
However, he credited the local
HP partner, Al-Eqtessad, and their
representative Mr. Oussama Nasr,
for providing exceptional technical
support. “Their service was a major
reason we continued investing
in HP rather than exploring other
brands,” said Jaber.

Support and reliability remain key
criteria in how Qudwa chooses its
technology partners. “We value the
availability of spare parts, prompt
service, and long-term reliability,”
Mr. Jaber said. He acknowledged
that while HP’s support has been
excellent, the cost of spare parts is
relatively high, and this remains an
area where improvement would be
welcomed.

Sustainability also plays a central

role in Qudwa’s operations. “Eco-
friendly practices are part of our
core values,” said Mr. Jaber. “HP’s
water-based ink aligns with our
environmental goals and helps us
reduce our overall footprint.” While
not all clients are focused on sus-
tainability, many have responded
positively to the company’s efforts.
Looking ahead, Qudwa hopes to
work with HP to introduce cartridge
recycling programs in Saudi Arabia
and even serve as a demo center for
new HP technologies focused on
sustainability.

This investment in advanced print-
ing technology also contributes to
Qudwa’s alignment with the goals
of Saudi Vision 2030. Mr. Jaber
highlighted that the HP Latex print-
ers support the country’s emphasis
on innovation, sustainability, and
industrial development. By deliver-
ing high-quality local production,
Qudwa is helping reduce depen-

dency on imports while raising the
standard for what’s possible in the
regional market.

Mr. Jaber also sees growing oppor-
tunities in sectors such as tourism,
construction, and cultural initia-
tives, where demand for premium-
quality visual and marketing mate-
rials is accelerating. “These are not
standard projects—they require
top-tier production capabilities,”
he said. “That’s why we continue to
investin HP.”

Looking to the future, Mr. Jaber
emphasized the importance of
continued collaboration with HP. He
identified operator training as a top
priority to help the company fully
unlock the capabilities of its new
equipment. He also expressed in-
terest in future printer models that
offer more durable components,
fewer consumables, and more af-
fordable spare parts.

“Our partnership with HP is not just
about machines,” he concluded.
“It's about growing our business,
expanding our services, and
contributing meaningfully to our
country’s development. With the
right technology and support,
we're positioned to lead.”
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_Innovating for a
sustainable future

Create your perfect printing
and converting workflow

END-TO-END FLEXIBLE PACKAGING

One complete solution is your fully integrated and
connected flexible packaging printing and
converting by BOBST. Bringing you digitalization,
automation, sustainability and connectivity.
Interested in reducing waste and error risk, whilst
optimize productivity and performance?

Find your local BOBST representative at
www.bobst.com/contact

www.bobst.com . Bo BST



