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Editor's Note

A Glimpse into 2024

Embracing Innovation and Growth in the Printing Industry

As we step into the promising year of 2024, the printing industry is poised
for remarkable opportunities and advancements that will undoubtedly
reshape the landscape of this dynamic sector. The convergence of
cutting-edge technologies, sustainability initiatives, and evolving
market demands sets the stage for an exciting journey ahead.

We are thrilled to draw your attention to two major exhibitions that
will play a pivotal role in shaping the discourse of the printing industry
this year. FESPA Middle East and Gulf Print & Pack 2024, both scheduled
for January 2024, are anticipated to be key catalysts for innovation and
collaboration within the region. These events promise to showcase the
latest trends, technologies, and solutions that will empower businesses
to thrive in the ever-evolving printing landscape.

Additionally, the global printing community will have a rendezvous with
excellence at drupa 2024 trade fair in Dusseldorf, Germany. This iconic
event has been the heartbeat of the printing industry for decades, and
the 2024 edition is expected to be a game-changer. drupa 2024 will be a
melting pot of ideas, a showcase of groundbreaking technologies, and a
meeting point for industry leaders, providing an unparalleled platform
for networking and knowledge exchange.

In the heart of Europe, drupa 2024 will serve as a global stage where
the latest innovations, sustainable practices, and transformative
technologies will be unveiled. The event will not only connect industry
professionals but also pave the way for collaborative ventures and
strategic partnerships that will drive the printing industry forward.

As we navigate through the opportunities presented by these
exhibitions, it becomes evident that 2024 is a year of possibilities for
the printing industry. The convergence of digital printing, sustainable
practices, and smart technologies is creating a landscape where
creativity knows no bounds.

We invite you to stay tuned to ME Printer as we bring you comprehensive
coverage of these events, unraveling the latest trends, innovations,
and insights that will shape the future of printing. Let's embark on this
journey together and explore the endless p055|b|I|t|e that the printing
industry holds in 2024.
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January 2024 is abuzz with
excitement in our region as two
premier exhibitions take center
stage: FESPA Middle East and
Gulf Print & Pack. Discover the
full coverage of these events

in this edition of ME Printer.
However, the excitement doesn't
stop there. This issue is packed
with a diverse array of news,
perspectives, and articles. Wish-
ing you a Happy New Year filled
with insights and inspiration!

ME Printer
Media Partner
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Regional

Ricoh Achieves Milestone in Saudi Arabia

66

Ricoh has announced
an exciting milestone
of successfully selling
76 of its flagship Ricoh
Pro (9200 in the Saudi

market ) )

Imaging and electronics major Ricoh
has announced an exciting milestone
of successfully selling 76 of its flagship
Ricoh Pro €9200 in the Saudi market.
50 of them were sold by office au-
tomation and IT solutions provider
El-Ajou Group Trading Co., and the
rest through Ricoh’s other partners.

The Pro (9200 series is Ricoh's
flagship digital sheet feed presses of-
fering the essential capabilities for a
successful offset-to-digital migration,

with quality comparable to offset,
high reliability for long runs, gener-
ous paper capacity, extensive media
support, and ease of use. And with
added optional software and inline
finishing options, Ricoh Pro C9200
can produce many applications in-
house using this single device.

The printers are designed to main-
tain speeds of 115 and 135 pages per
minute, regardless of paper weight
up to 470 gsm.

The Pro C9200 is powered by Fu-
sionPro VDP solutions that provides
a powerful yet easy to use suite of
tools for the design and production
of personalized communications.

They enable in combining customer
data with pre-defined templates to
produce dynamic marketing pieces
that offer highly personalized 1-to-1
communications for improved cam-
paign effectiveness and ROI.
“Heartfelt congratulations to our
LFP & Production Sales Specialist
Mohamed Abdulwahab for his ex-
ceptional dedication and unwaver-
ing spiritin making this achievement
possible. Your efforts have truly set
a new standard in our pursuit of
excellence,” says Mohamed Basuoni,
National Sales Manager - Commer-
cial and Industrial Printing at El-Ajou
Group.

Egypt Propels Printing & Packaging Exports to

Algeria
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trade mission for food, printing, and
packaging industries, held from
19-23 November, 2023, a coopera-
tion protocol was signed between
Egypt’s Export Council for Printing,

Packaging, Paper, Literary and
Artistic Works and Algerian Confed-
eration of Employers (CAP), to help
Egyptian companies gain better
access to the Algerian market.

The protocol was signed by Sara
Ibrahim, Executive Director of the
Export Council for Printing and
Packaging, and Nasreddin Harek,
Board Member of CAP and Presi-

dent of the National Federation of
Transport and Tourism, in the pres-
ence of Dr. Yasser Qarni, Head of
Commercial Office of the Egyptian
Embassy in Algeria, and a number
of representatives of the Egyptian
trade mission, the Algerian confed-
eration, and business communities.
Sara Ibrahim, Executive Director
of Egypt’'s Export Council, said
that the aim of the mission is to
increase exports of the printing,
packaging, and paper sectors
to the Algerian market, expand
communication channels with
Algerian companies, hold bilat-
eral meetings, and identify market
needs there. She pointed out
that the Export Council strives to
achieve real growth in the sector’s
exports to markets in North Africa.
She said that the printing, packag-
ing, and paper sectors aim to
increase its exports to Algeria in the
range of 10% to 15% in 2024. Algeria
had imports worth $36 million in
2022, equivalent to 3.4% of Egypt’s
total exports, amounting to $1.069
billion in 2022.

Ibrahim said that Algeria is one of

the largest import markets, with
imports worth about $47 billion,
and is witnessing remarkable
economic growth. She also stressed
that Egyptian firms can capitalize
on the business opportunities
available in Algeria, which includes
sectors as diverse as food, printing,
and packaging. With these sectors
witnessing a growing demand for
high-quality products in Algeria,
Egyptian companies have a great
opportunity to meet the needs of
the Algerian market in areas such as
food packaging, supply of printing
and packaging equipment, and
providing related design and mar-
keting services.

Ibrahim further elaborated that
Egyptian products are popular
in Algeria due to several factors,
including cultural similarities, geo-
graphical proximity, ease of ship-
ping, and customs privileges under
the Greater Arab Free Trade Area
(GAFTA) Agreement and the African
Continental Free Trade Agreement,
which are expected to come into
force during the coming period.



Canon Enhances Saudi Presence with High Tech

Facility

Canon Middle East has inaugurated
a brand new customer experience
centre (CEC) in Riyadh, celebrating
five years of innovation and partner-
ship in Saudi Arabia.

Led by Venkatasubramanian Hari-
haran, Managing Director at Canon
Middle East and Turkey, and Shadi

Bakhour, Business Unit Director at
Canon Middle East, the company’s
commitment to the ‘Customer of
Tomorrow’ drives this strategic ini-
tiative in the region. Hariharan says,
“Through our strategic investments
in the Canon Experience Centre
in Saudi Arabia, we would like to
not only bring convenience to our
customers, but also help them make
informed buying decisions.”

The state-of-the art facility is de-
signed to empower Saudi customers
with an immersive and dynamic
environment to explore the future of
cutting-edge imaging and printing
technology. It caters to the growing
demand for advanced printing solu-
tions among businesses, offering cu-
rated product displays, live demos,
and personalized consultations,
providing a comprehensive view of
Canon’s extensive printing applica-
tions and solutions.

“With the opening of the high tech
facility, customers in Saudi Arabia
can benefit from personalized busi-
ness and discover tailored solutions.
Live demonstrations of applications
will allow visitors to test print quality
on various materials before making
their final purchase. In addition
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to serving as a flagship facility of
Canon’s latest innovations, this in-
novative centre in Riyadh showcases
the company’s state-of-the-art print-
ing technology,” adds Bakhour.
Canon’s Riyadh centre serves as
a central hub for the latest tech-
nologies offering a unique space for
customer events, regional training
sessions, and workshops.

Besides its primary objective to
establish a robust customer base
in Saudi Arabia, enabling them
to experience a diverse range of
products first-hand, Canon also has
a broader aim of making a significant
contribution to the Saudi economy
by fostering a well-defined digital
infrastructure.

44

The state-of-the art
facility is designed

to empower Saudi
customers with an
immersive and dynamic
environment to explore
the future of cutting-
edge imaging and
printing technology
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Solutions in MEA

APP Launches new Sustainable, Packaging

66

ME region is one of
the important markets
primarily because of
our long presence of
over three decades, as
also the region being a
net importer of paper
products, with APP
registering year-on-
year growth over the

years ) )

o | ME Printer January-February 2024

Asia Pulp & Paper (APP), the Jakarta-
based world’s largest paper mill
said the Middle East and Africa
(MEA) market is a critical growth ge-
ography for its paper and paper
products in the light of the growing
demand for bio-degradable green
packaging solutions, estimated to
be growing at around 4 per cent
annually.

The demand for eco-friendly
paper products has been on an
exponential growth curve in MEA
post-COVID led by food packaging
and other verticals such as catering,
hygiene, pharma and cosmetics with
an estimated market size poised to
touch US$28.72 billion, according to
Mordor Intelligence. The demand
is also catalysed by the surge in
e-commerce with Saudi Arabia and
the UAE leading the trend.

“ME region is one of the important
markets primarily because of our
long presence of over three de-
cades, as also the region being a net
importer of paper products, with
APP registering year-on-year growth
over the years,” said Sandeep Raina,
Export Sales Head, Middle East
and Africa for APP, adding that the
company’s sales have surged back
to pre-COVID levels.

The Middle East region now accounts
for almost 15 per cent of the global
sales of APP, with a significant share
of the growth coming from com-
modity and specialty grade paper.
APP’s major markets in the region are
the UAE and Saudi Arabia in the GCC,
followed by Iragq and other markets.
APP has fully integrated operationsin
Indonesia with a wide product range
in the industry from Pulp, Paper,
Packaging, Tissue and Stationery.
APP has a long association with
ME and it has an official presence
through a branch office in the UAE
since 1989 and a wide network of
distributors and customers in the
region. “APP has chosen the UAE as
its official base since the emirates
is the largest business and trading
hub in the region with best-in-class
facilities in terms of banking, ware-
housing and re-exports,” said Raina.
APP is also a major supplier of Holy
Quran printing paper to the ME re-
gion with a large market share. The
product is Halal certified by Maijlis
Ulema.

Carbon-neutral solutions

The increasing awareness on lessen-
ing carbon footprint and stricter leg-
islation on single-use plastics in many

————

countries in the region, particularly in
the GCC, green packaging materials,
particularly paper packaging solu-
tions, are major catalysts of growth.
APP has been evolving its product
portfolio and market strategy in this
context, leading to innovation and
new product range.

Packaging grades/tissue/photo-
copy paper/specialty grades are
very much in demand and trends
suggests that due to increase in
online business packaging grades
will continue to be in demand.
Letchumi Achanah, Head of Stake-
holder Engagement & Advocacy for
APP said that in line with the chang-
ing trend, APP has launched its
bio-degradable Foopak Bio Natura
range paper packaging solutions
targeted at households, FMCG
brands and the food packaging sec-
tor petroleum-free recyclable op-
tions to take on the plastic scourge.
“Sustainability is fundamental to
APP’s vision as we continue to im-
provise and evolve towards our pro-
duction towards a greener future.
The company is making significant
strides toward achieving its net-zero
emissions goal by 2060 or earlier,
whilst exploring and implementing
various measures,” said Achanah.
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Al Mariya Design Spot
commenced its journey

as a small printing
unit and has since

grown and evolved
significantly over the

past two decades
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Al Mariya opts for Cutting-edge HP Latex
Printer from Signtrade

Exclusive Interview with Satish
Daniel, Managing Director of Al
Mariya

Al MARIYA stands as a reputable
printing and production house
situated in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates. With over two decades of
experience in the printing industry.
The company has garnered ex-
tensive expertise in various facets,
including branding, large format
digital printing, vehicle graphics,
signage services, and more.

The company has recently acquired
a brand-new HP Latex Printer
from Signtrade, showcasing its
dedication to utilizing cutting-edge
equipment and its commitment to
embracing environmentally friend-
ly solutions. For insights into the
company’s recent investment and
its upcoming plans, we conducted

an interview with Satish Daniel,
Managing Director of Al Mariya.

Can you share some insights into
the journey of Al Mariya Design
Spot, and how the company has
evolved over the two decades it
hasbeen in the printing industry?
Al Mariya Design Spot commenced
its journey as a small printing unit
and has since grown and evolved
significantly over the past two de-
cades. Through strategic expansion,
continuous technological updates,
and a steadfast commitment to
quality, the company has become
a prominent player in the printing
industry. A key driver of this growth
has been the judicious acquisi-
tion of cutting-edge equipment,
coupled with a commitment to
continuous updates in accordance
with evolving industrial standards.
Notably, Al Mariya Design Spot has
successfully retained its customer
base, reflecting the trust it has cul-
tivated over the years. This journey
underscores the company’s resil-
ience, adaptability, and unwavering

pursuit of excellence in the dynamic
field of printing.

What motivated the recent
purchase of the HP Latex
800 printer, and how do you
anticipate it will enhance the
company’s capabilities in large
format digital printing?

The recent acquisition of the HP
Latex 800 printer was motivated by
our commitment to delivering top-
class quality to our customers. This
cutting-edge technology is a green
solution that has demonstrated its
excellence in the market and aligns
with our extensive research, affirm-
ing its reliability and performance.
Anticipating its impact, we expect
the HP Latex 800 to significantly
enhance our capabilities in large
format digital printing. The superior
quality it offers will empower us to
deliver exceptional prints that are
sustainable, meeting and exceeding
the expectations of our clientele.
The depth and quality of canvass-
ing have been enhanced through
the utilization of the machine. This



strategic investment aligns with
our goal of staying at the forefront
of technological advancements in
the industry and providing unparal-
leled value to our customers.

You purchased HP Latex 800
printer through  Signtrade.
How has the partnership with
Signtrade contributed to the
seamless integration of this new
technology into your printing
operations?

Our longstanding collaboration
with Signtrade, spanning over two
decades, has been integral to the re-
cent acquisition of the HP Latex 800
printer. This enduring relationship,
marked by the procurement of most
of our machinery through Signtrade,
has consistently provided a positive
and reliable experience.

The established rapport and history
of successful acquisitions have con-
tributed to the seamless integration
of the new HP Latex 800 printer
into our printing operations. With
a proven track record of efficient
collaboration, we anticipate a

continuation of the positive experi-
ences and support from Signtrade
in maximizing the benefits of this
advanced technology. Overall, the
partnership with Signtrade has
played a pivotal role in facilitating
the smooth assimilation of the HP
Latex 800 printer, reflecting the on-
going success of our collaborative
endeavors in the realm of printing
technology.

In collaborating with Signtrade
for the acquisition of the HP
Latex 800 printer, what specific
support or expertise has Sign-
trade provided, and how do you
envision this collaboration ben-
efiting Al Mariya Design Spot’s
overall growth and success in the
printing industry?

Our collaboration with Signtrade
for the acquisition of the HP Latex
800 printer has been marked by a
consistent provision of proper and
prompt service. The experienced
staff at Signtrade has demon-
strated proficiency in training our
team on machine operations and

troubleshooting.

This 20-year partnership has fos-
tered a strong bond between the
management teams of both organi-
zations. Signtrade’s dedicated and
experienced engineering support,
particularly their responsiveness
when called upon, has consistently
delivered superlative service. En-
visioning the future, we anticipate
that this collaboration will sig-
nificantly contribute to Al Mariya
Design Spot’s overall growth and
success in the printing industry. The
expertise and support provided by
Signtrade align with our commit-
ment to excellence and technologi-
cal advancement, positioning us
favorably for continued success.

Al Mariya Design Spot is known
for its expertise in offset print-
ing, digital printing, and vehicle
graphics. How do you balance
and integrate these different
printing services to meet the
diverse needs of your clients?

Al Mariya Design Spot's reputation
for expertise in offset printing,

44

The recent acquisition
of the HP Latex 800
printer was motivated
by our commitment
to delivering top-
class quality to our

customers
3

© | tz0z L1eniqa4-Aienuer syulid JW



44

To balance and
integrate these
different printing
services, we focus
strategic planning
and investment in
infrastructure

) | ME Printer January-February 2024
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digital printing, and vehicle graph-
ics is founded on our commitment
to comprehensively address our
clients’ diverse printing needs. Our
aim is to offer a one-stop solution
for all printing requirements, and to
date, we have successfully achieved
this objective.

To balance and integrate these
different printing services, we
focus on strategic planning and
investment in infrastructure. Our
current efforts involve building
the necessary infrastructure to
meet the growing demand for our
services. Currently under the same
management, we have a separate
offset print production unit called
Peacock Prinitng Press in Abu
Dhabi. Looking ahead, we are in
the planning stages for additional
production units in Abu Dhabi, aim-
ing to extend our reach and cater
to an even broader clientele. This
forward-looking approach ensures
that Al Mariya Design Spot remains
well-equipped to provide a seam-
less and integrated suite of printing
services, effectively meeting the
evolving needs of our clients.

With a focus on branding, how
does Al Mariya Design Spot stay
innovative and keep up with the

latest trends and technologies
in the rapidly evolving printing
industry?

Al Mariya Design Spot maintains
its commitment to innovation
and staying abreast of the latest
trends and technologies in the dy-
namic printing industry through a
dedicated in-house research team.
Comprising both graduates and
experienced staff members, this
team is entrusted with the respon-
sibility of tracking industrial trends
and technological advancements.
Within the large format digital
division alone we have more than
65 staff members ready to serve
clients’ needs.

Their role extends beyond observa-
tion, as they actively contribute
to the development of strategies
that are not only aligned with the
latest trends but also relevant to the
evolving needs of our clients. This
structured approach ensures that
Al Mariya Design Spot remains at
the forefront of the branding land-
scape, offering innovative solutions
that resonate with contemporary
market demands.

Abu Dhabi is a dynamic market.
How has the company adapted to
changes in the market and what

strategies have been employed
to maintain a strong presence in
the industry?

In navigating the dynamic market
of Abu Dhabi, Al Mariya Design
Spot has maintained adaptabil-
ity through a strong social commit-
ment and client engagement across
various platforms. Our presence
is primarily established through
client referrals, with satisfied clients
recommending our services to their
associates. Active participation on
social platforms, both in social and
environmental spheres, further
contributes to our visibility and
influence within the market. This
strategic approach ensures that Al
Mariya Design Spot continues to
uphold a robust presence in the
industry.

Could you highlight some of the
significant projects or campaigns
that Al Mariya Design Spot has
been involved in, and how these
experiences have contributed to
the company’s success?

While specific client details cannot
be disclosed, Al Mariya Design Spot
has been actively engaged in nu-
merous significant projects within
both the private and government
sectors. Our contributions to these



projects, particularly in the realm of
branding, are prominently visible
in the day-to-day surroundings of
Abu Dhabi. These experiences col-
lectively contribute to the success
and recognition of Al Mariya Design
Spot within the industry.

The printing industry has seen
a shift towards sustainability.
How does Al Mariya Design Spot
incorporate environmentally
friendly practices in its printing
processes, especially with the
addition of new equipment like
the HP Latex 800 printer?

Al Mariya Design Spot actively
embraces sustainability in its print-
ing processes, particularly with the
introduction of the HP Latex 800
printer. We prioritize recycling and
the utilization of recycled materials,
especially within our offset unit.
The acquisition of the HP Latex
800 is rooted in its quality and en-
vironmental friendliness, featuring
green-certified ink with reduced
chemical content. This technology
enables wallpaper printing without
the emission of toxic paint, aligning
with our commitment to environ-
mentally friendly practices in the
printing industry.

The HP Latex 800 printer provides
notable environmental benefits,
including the use of water-based
latex inks with lower VOCs, reduc-
ing air pollution. It operates with
energy efficiency, featuring quick
start-up times. The latex inks are
non-hazardous and produce mini-
mal odor during printing, contribut-
ing to a safer and more comfortable
working environment. The printer’s
versatility allows for the use of
recyclable materials and reduces
waste. Additionally, it supports the
production of PVC-free wallcover-
ings, promoting sustainability in
printing practices.

What sets Al Mariya Design Spot
apart from other printing and
production houses in the region,
and how does the company
ensure a high level of quality and
customer satisfaction?

Al Mariya Design Spot distin-
guishes itself through a stringent
monitoring system that ensures

quality is maintained consistently
throughout the entire production
process. Placing customer needs
and satisfaction at the forefront,
we provide thoughtful options
tailored to their purposes, ensuring
alignment during execution. As
a designated 3M Select Graphic
Provider, we guarantee the provi-
sion of top-tier prints. The new HP
Latex printer, enhancing print life,
facilitates an extended warranty for
vehicle graphics, adding to the con-
venience of our offerings. Our com-
mitment to transparency extends to
allowing customers to preview the
final product before commence-
ment, reinforcing our dedication to
delivering exceptional quality and
customer satisfaction at all times.

As a managing director, what do
you see as the biggest challenges
and opportunities for Al Mariya
Design Spot in the coming years,
considering the rapidly changing
landscape of the printing industry?
As the Managing Director, the
foremost challenges and opportuni-
ties for Al Mariya Design Spot in the
upcoming years revolve around the
simultaneous pursuit of expansion
and customer satisfaction. The intri-
cacies involve substantial recruitment
and training efforts. The primary
goal is to navigate this expansionary

phase while upholding the highest
standards of quality and preserving
the trust of our valued customers.

Can you provide insights into any
future plans or expansions for
Al Mariya Design Spot, and how
the company envisions staying at
the forefront of the printing and
production industry in the UAE?
Al Mariya Design Spot is strategically
expanding to meet growing custom-
er demands, with a focus on provid-
ing optimal and expedited services.
Anticipating a launch within the first
quarter of 2024, our upcoming pro-
duction unit is part of a comprehen-
sive plan for further developments.
These initiatives are designed to
position Al Mariya Design Spot at the
forefront of the printing and produc-
tion industry in the UAE, ensuring the
delivery of top-notch services with a
swift turnaround for our valued
customers.https://largeformat.
hp.com/mea/contact/
contact-expert?bmtid=SEMAHQ-
FY24-GSB17555-2&jumpid=em_
ae_em_mk_ot_cmO017555_co_
ot_meprinterpro

For more information on HP
solutions and/or to speak with an
expert, please click:
https://largeformat.hp.com/
mea/contact/contact-expert
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Al Mariya Design Spot is
strategically expanding
to meet growing
customer demands,
with a focus on
providing optimal and
expedited services
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“There will be so much to see in FESPA Middle

East”
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What really sets FESPA
events apart is that
they are community-
driven, run by printers
for printers, proving
reqular touchpoints
between suppliers
and global speciality

printers
3
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Exclusive Interview with Neil Felton,
FESPA CEO

What inspired the decision to
launch FESPA Middle East in
2024, and why did Dubai, UAE,
become the chosen location for
this inaugural event?

For some time, we have recognised
the opportunity that exists for our
global communityinthe Middle East
market which has been matched by
demand from vendors and regional
printers for a FESPA event. In ad-
dition, through our FESPA Direct
membership in MEA and the FESPA
Leadership Exchange (FLEX) in
March 2023, we had already begun
establishing the FESPA brand in the
region. To support this, we felt 2024
was the perfect time to launch a
focused event to stimulate growth
for the speciality print, signage and
visual communications markets in
the Middle East.

Centrally located in the Middle East,
Dubai is a popular destination for
many brands seeking to establish
a presence in this region. It also
serves as a commercial gateway to
Africa for many industries. Another
factor in the decision-making pro-
cess was the city’s well-developed
infrastructure and excellent travel
and logistical connections via air,
seaand land.

Can you elaborate on the sig-
nificance of FESPA Middle East
in serving the specialty print,
signage, and visual communica-
tions community in the Middle
East and Africa regions?

?

MIDDLE

29 - 31 January 2024

With the launch of FESPA Middle
East, our goal is to deliver a plat-
form that provides access to the
latest innovations in digital wide
format, screen and textile printing,
signage and visual communica-
tions; enable knowledge exchange
between regional businesses; and
connect printers and signmakers
with industry experts to expand
their knowledge on the opportuni-
ties that exist in our market.

The region has seen strong growth
in recent years and we believe
now is a great time to enhance the
Middle East’s print, signage and vi-
sual communications communities
with the exhibition and supporting
feature programme.

FESPA Africa has already estab-
lished itself as an important brand
serving the speciality print industry
in southern Africa. FESPA Middle
East will now extend a similar value
proposition to print businesses
from North Africa for whom Dubai
is a more accessible location.

We're excited to expand FESPA's
presence into this dynamic regional
market, and to support print and
signage businesses with access to
our FESPA Direct membership as
a source of business guidance and
intelligence.

How does FESPA Middle East
differentiate itself from other
industry exhibitions, and what
unique elements or features can
exhibitors and visitors expect at
the event?

What really sets FESPA events apart
is that they are community-driven,
run by printers for printers, proving
regular touchpoints between sup-
pliers and global speciality printers.
Our community focus is reflected
in our continuous investment in
educational features. These will be
evident at FESPA Middle East 2024
and we will, as usual, emphasise the
value of peer-to-peer networking
through our Club FESPA lounge and

event app.
FESPA Middle East will include
FESPA's  popular  Sustainability

Spotlight and World Wrap Masters
features. We are also incorporating
the second edition of the FESPA
Leadership Exchange (FLEX) and
launching a series of Colour Confi-
dence Workshops.

The first World Wrap Masters
competition in the Middle East
will be hosted at FESPA Middle
East 2024. What motivated the
inclusion of this competition, and
what impact do you foresee it
having on the regional industry?



The World Wrap Masters series is
the only global series of wrapping
competitions that connects and
celebrates the best wrap installers
in the world. It offers a platform
for local vehicle wrappers to
demonstrate their capabilities by
competing against others in high-
energy, timed events. Competitors
not only have the opportunity to
win that regional competition, but
also to qualify for the World Wrap
Masters Final where they would
compete against the best wrappers
from around the world for the title
of ‘World Wrap Master'.

The event has expanded sig-
nificantly in recent years and, in our
research into the possibilities in the
Middle Eastern region, we identi-
fied a strong market for vehicle
wrapping and graphics. The launch
of FESPA Middle East provides the
perfect platform to host a regional
wrap event and to offer visitors the
chance to connect with interna-
tional vehicle wrapping experts.

In the other regions where we are
present, World Wrap Masters has
served to boost the wrap segment
and help visual communications
businesses to embrace this as a
revenue growth opportunity. We
hope to provide similar impetus
to visual communication entrepre-
neurs in the Middle East looking
for lucrative growth opportunities.
In addition, we will be delivering
demonstrations from our wrap
partners and experts so visitors can
pick up wrapping tips and receive
best practice guidance.

Could you provide insights into
the educational content planned
for the exhibition, especially the
Sustainability Spotlight feature?
How does FESPA Middle East aim
to address sustainability within
the print and signage industry?

It wouldn't be a FESPA event with-
out learning opportunities! Our
mission is to support growth for all
businesses within our community
and our educational features reflect
these values, providing visitors with
extensive insight into the latest
trends.

One topic dominating all industries
is sustainability and COP28 UAE

Viscom rocks!
Ligrrridety (R Ly

has recently pushed the Middle
East into the spotlight on the
importance of positive progress

on environmental issues. Our
community is looking for expert
guidance on how to improve their
environmental performance and
we expect sustainable solutions
and alternatives to be prominent
on most exhibitor stands.

Sustainability Spotlight is a show-
case of environmentally-conscious
materials and substrates, each
supported by an information card
so visitors can explore alternative
media for their projects. For FESPA,
using sustainable materials is an
organisational priority, so the entire
showcase area will be built using
recyclable and reusable materials in
partnership with ReBoard.

For visitors hoping to expand their
knowledge on sustainability, I'd
recommend attending the FESPA
Leadership Exchange (FLEX) to hear
from leading global printers on
their environmental improvement
strategies. Other topics covered in
FLEX include new technologies in
Al, personalisation and automation.
On Day one of the event, visitors
can also join free, interactive Colour
Confidence workshops hosted by
ColorBase and its founder and CEO,

Marco Roos. These will provide
practical guidance on implement-
ing effective colour management
solutions, while also sharing action-
able advice on effectively com-
municating around colour quality
and repeatability and navigating
customer expectations. There will
be two sessions available - one for
print operators and one for sales
professionals.

What kind of global brands and
exhibitors can attendees expect
to encounter at FESPA Middle
East, and how does the event
contribute to fostering interna-
tional collaboration within the
industry?

Signtrade,  Flex-Europa, Epson
and CMYK are our key sponsors
for the event. Signtrade alone will
represent over 30 brands includ-
ing 3M, Cosign, HP, Staf Flex and
SwissQprint. Also onsite, leading
exhibiting brands including
Brother, IECHO, Mimaki, Roland DG
and Vanklaser will showcase the lat-
est digital technologies. Suppliers
presenting media and consumable
options for print include Aerolam,
Avery Dennison, BestSub, Boyang,
MacTac and Mecolour.

Visitors can also connect with lead-
ing regional distributors including

il . I-'-'I:l
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For visitors hoping

to expand their
knowledge on
sustainability, I'd
recommend attending
the FESPA Leadership
Exchange (FLEX) to
hear from leading
global printers on
their environmental
improvement strategies
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With a mix of global
brands and regional
distributors, visitors
can access a vast range
of solutions and tap
into expertise from
international subject

matter experts
39
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Flex-Europa, Blue Rhine, ADS,
Strings International, Quantum Dig-
ital, Al Shabak, Desert Sign, Helios
Business Systems, Magic Trading
Co. and Wellcare Advertising. The
global brands they represent in-
clude HP, 3M, Metamark, Graphtec,
Mutoh, Onyx, Orafol, Philips Digital
Signage, Pongs, Rhino, SwissQprint,
Valiani and many more.

With a mix of global brands and
regional distributors, visitors can
access a vast range of solutions and
tap into expertise from interna-
tional subject matter experts. Our
educational features draw together

insights and best practice from
other regions, providing a valuable
knowledge gathering opportunity
for ME printers.

Tell us about the Club FESPA
Lounge and its significance
for FESPA Direct (MEA group)
members. How does it enhance
networking opportunities and
collaboration within the com-
munity?

The Club FESPA Lounge is an ex-
clusive area only open to members
of a local FESPA association or
FESPA Direct. It provides a relaxing
space away from the show floor for
members to spark conversations,
exchange knowledge and experi-
ence, and connect with their peers
from other regions.

Delegates at previous events have

benefited from valuable discus-
sions and lively debates that have
inspired them to take new ap-
proaches with their business.

To find out more about the Club
FESPA Lounge and the other FESPA
Direct membership benefits, and
to register to become a member,
visit: https://www.fespa.com/
en/become-a-member. Alterna-
tively, you can register to become a
member when signing up for FESPA
Middle East here: https://www.
fespamiddleeast.com/

How has the exhibition been

tailored to cater to the diverse
needs and interests of the visitor
audience, which includes large
format digital printers, textile
printers, print service providers,
and various other professionals
from the Middle East, Africa, and
South Asia?

FESPA has been delivering events
that cater to these diverse com-
munities for decades and routinely
brings together a broad portfolio
of exhibitors, together with
educational features, that address
the commercial priorities of these
businesses.

As a business support organisa-
tion, with a network of 37 national
associations directly representing
speciality printers and signmakers
around the world, and with a Board
comprising 10 leading industry

printers, we have an unparalleled
source of direct insight into the top-
ics that matter to our visitors and
are able to craft our event offering
accordingly.

Initiatives such as the FESPA Print
Census, which regularly surveys
thousands of printers worldwide,
deepen our understanding of the
threats and opportunities facing
our communities and ensure that
our events inspire, inform and help
visitors to make robust and future-
proof decisions.

Whatroledoes FESPA Middle East
play in facilitating knowledge
exchange and skill development
through the conference and
technical training programme?
As highlighted earlier on, FESPA
Middle East will facilitate knowl-
edge exchange through our edu-
cational features including FLEX,
the Colour Confidence Workshops,
World Wrap Masters and Sustain-
ability Spotlight. FESPA members
can also access the Club FESPA
Lounge to exchange knowledge
with global peers.

In what ways does the exhibition
contribute to the growth and
development of the print and
signage industry in the Middle
East, and what are the long-term
goals for FESPA Middle East in
the coming years?

Since the 1960's, FESPA has been
supporting printers in Europe to
embrace change, invest consider-
ately in new technology, benefit
from automation and diversify their
businesses to access profitable new
revenue streams. In the last few
decades, with the expansion of
our global event portfolio in Latin
America, Africa and Eurasia, we
have similarly helped print busi-
nesses to grow sustainably and ac-
cess the support they need to take
advantage of emerging application
opportunities.

FESPA has been instrumental in
guiding our global community to
adopt digital wide format technolo-
gy and to discover opportunities in
areas such as soft signage, interior
décor and vehicle wrapping. With
a direct FESPA event presence in



the Middle East, we aim to support
the region’s printers to harness the
many opportunities that exist for
them to streamline their operations
and access new market segments
and verticals.

As in all regions, our long term
strategy will be guided by feedback
from the market, including regional
vendors and distributors and visi-
tors to our events and conferences.
We strongly encourage Middle East-
ern printers to become members of
FESPA via FESPA Direct which will
put them in a strong position to
communicate their priorities to us
and help us to shape our offering to
the region.

Can you share any highlights or
anticipated trends in the print
and signage industry that will be
showcased or discussed at FESPA
Middle East 2024?

With constantly changing customer
demands, new verticals and tech-
nological advancements, it's vital
to stay abreast of these trends and
changes in speciality print and
signage.

As already highlighted, sustainabil-
ity continues to play a significant
role in shaping the market and man-
ufacturing processes. As regional
printers face the impact of rising
energy and material costs, making
production more streamlined and
implementing environmentally
conscious processes is vital.
Garment production and decora-
tion are growing as a result of the
rise of e-commerce in this region.
To meet tight turnaround times,
and to reduce energy usage and
waste, there’s an evident shift
towards more streamlined and au-
tomated processes. In line with this,
visitors to FESPA Middle East 2024
can explore an array of technology,
software, media and consumable
innovations, including end-to-end
solutions for textile production,
screen printing carousels, sub-
strates, inks and more for efficient
textile production.

Here in the Middle East, we've also
witnessed continuous growth in
tourism, events and hospitality. The
region’s printers are capitalising on
the new opportunities this brings,

producing a variety of applications
including printed interior décor
for retail and hospitality spaces,
and commercial and wayfinding
signage for events.

How can interested participants
and attendees get involved in the
event, and what steps has FESPA
Middle East taken to ensure a
seamless and productive experi-
ence for all involved stakeholders?
One piece of advice | always offer is
to plan your visit before attending!
There will be so much to see in the
halls of FESPA Middle Eastand only a
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few days to explore it all so it would
be advisable to have a plan of which
exhibitors you'd like to visit and
where they are situated. Further
information on the event, including
afloorplan and full exhibitor list can
be found on the show website here:
https://www.fespamiddleeast.
com/. Alternatively, you can down-
load the event app to book mark
exhibitors, products or sessions of
interest to create your own agenda.
Outside of exploring the hundreds
of solutions on display throughout
the exhibition halls, there are lots of
exciting ways to get involved in the
event. I'd highly recommend plan-
ning some time into your schedule
to visit each of the features | have
highlighted.

What kind of impact do you envi-

sion FESPA Middle East having
on the regional market, and how
does the event contribute to the
overall growth and visibility of
the print and signage industry in

66

FESPA is a brand that

the Middle East and Africa? exists to support
FESPA is a brand that exists to | printers to succeed and
support printers to succeed and grow

grow so all revenues generated
by FESPA are actively used for the
immediate benefit of the speciality
print community for educational
and knowledge sharing initiatives.
Therefore, whenever someone
exhibits, sponsors or attends one of
our global events, they are part of

P

a positive cycle of circular reinvest-
ment into their own community.
As a result, they're helping us, as
an organisation, to develop and
sustain @ community of printers
who are educated, informed and
well equipped for a positive and
profitable future.

FESPA is also an established brand
that has a leading reputation with
the global vendor community. As
a result, we're confident that, by
launching a new eventin the Middle
Eastern region, we are attracting
the attention of major vendors to
the region and encouraging them
to focus their commercial aspira-
tions in this market. The result of
this is positive growth stimulation
to support the elevation of the re-
gion’s print and signage industries.
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Sustainability

Seeding Successful Partnership: Saudi Xerox
and MEWA Cultivate Sustainability Innovation

saudi xerox

¢

The collaboration
between MEWA and
Saudi Xerox reflects

a commitment to
leveraging innovative
technology to
streamline day-to-day

operations
3
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In a landmark initiative to promote
innovation and sustainable develop-
ment, Saudi Xerox is set to organize
the Open House Thought Leadership
event on December 24th, 2023, in
Riyadh, under the auspices of MEWA
Minister Eng. Abdulrahman bin Ab-
dulmohsen AlFadhly. The Ministry of
Environment, Water, and Agriculture
(MEWA) has been at the forefront of
driving environmental sustainability
advancements in Saudi Arabia, with
roots dating back to 1927 .

MEWA is responsible for the
achievement of sustainability of the
environment and natural resources
in the Kingdom. The ministry also
oversees developing and applying
policies that contribute to achiev-
ing water and food security.

The Ministry of Environment, Water,
and Agriculture has set ambitious
objectives to address crucial aspects
of the nation's well-being, including:

1. Water Security: Ensuring a sustain-
able and secure water supply.

2.Sustainable  Food  Security:
Contributing to the nation's food
security in a sustainable manner.

3. Development  of  Privileged
Sectors: Facilitating sustainable
development in key sectors.

4. Provision of Quality Services and
Products: Offering high-quality,
sustainable services and products.
Activation of the Private Sector:
Encouraging private sector in-
volvement, research centers, and
non-profit organizations.

Collaboration with Saudi Xerox

The collaboration between MEWA

and Saudi Xerox reflects a com-

A ]

Mehmet Sezer
Saudi Xerox General Manager

mitment to leveraging innovative
technology to streamline day-to-
day operations. Saudi Xerox has
been instrumental in providing
the ministry with state-of-the-art
technology and workflow solu-
tions, facilitating efficiency and
innovation to MEWA's working
environment with Xerox end to end
MPS contract along with manage
printing software solutions. This
has resulted in a great relief for
MEWA's IT department against loss
of time on the printers tickets and
consumables requests.

According to Saleh Bindakhil, MEWA
Spokesperson: "Our collaboration
with Saudi Xerox is instrumental
in advancing MEWA’s goals with
cutting-edge  technology  and
enhancing the operational effi-

ciency in our efforts to align with the
kingdom’s ambitious Vision 2030
directives in digital transformation,

net-zero targets and environmental
sustainability.”

"We are honored to collaborate
with the Ministry of Environment,
Water, and Agriculture. Our com-
mitment to providing innovative
solutions aligns with MEWA's vision
for sustainable development. To-
gether, we aim to contribute to the
growth and modernization of Saudi
Arabia's environmental sector."
Comments Mehmet Sezer, Saudi
Xerox General Manager.

The Open House Thought Leader-
ship event promises to be a pivotal
moment in showcasing the collab-
orative efforts between MEWA
and Saudi Xerox, highlighting the
strides made in office technology
and sustainable practices.

About Saudi Xerox

Saudi Xerox is the representation of
Xerox in Saudi Arabia. It was estab-
lished in 1986, with business lines
that include providing solutions to
improve business processes, auto-
mation, and printing technology
through an innovative vision of max-
imizing productivity and efficiency
to create a better work environment.
Saudi Xerox offers the full array of
Xerox products and services ranging
from workplace assistants, workflow
solutions and managed print ser-
vices in the KSA market. We address
global and local market challenges
consistently together in alignment
with Xerox global standard. For
more information, please visit www.
saudixerox.com.




The Middle East, over the years, has
blossomed into a major hub of eco-
nomic growth and innovation. This
transformation is also vividly seen
in the printing, paper, and packag-
ing industries, as some of the best
exhibitions are being hosted in the
region, including Gulf Print & Pack,
FESPA Middle East, SGI Dubai, etc.
As more of such high-profile events
continue to be staged, the region’s
significance in the industry will
grow, making it a dynamic and
exciting destination for profession-
als and companies from around the
world. Listed below are some of the
most important regional printing
and packaging trade shows.

Middle East 2024:
Printing & Packaging
Events

Gulf Print & Pack 2024: 9-11 Janu-
ary, 2024, Dubai World Trade Centre
(DWTC), Dubai, UAE. (Commercial &
Package Printing)
www.gulfprintpack.com

FESPA Middle East: 29-31 Janu-
ary, 2024, Dubai Exhibition Centre,
Dubai, UAE. (Printing & Signage).
www.fespamiddleeast.com

Gulfood: 19-23 February, 2024, Dubai
World Trade Centre (DWTC), Dubai,
UAE. (F&B). www.gulfood.com

printpack Alger: 4-6 March, 2024,
CIC Alger, Cheraga, Algeria. (Printing
& Packaging). printpackalger.com

Saudi Signage Expo: 5-7 March,
2024, Riyadh International Conven-
tion & Exhibition Center (RICEC),
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (Signage)
www.saudisignageexpo.com
Paper & Tissue One Show: 16-18
April, 2024, Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre (ADNEC), Abu
Dhabi, UAE. (Paper & Tissue)
www.paperoneshow.net

Propak Ghana: 23-25 April, 2024,
The Grand Arena, ICC, Accra, Ghana.
(Packaging Plastics, Printing & Pro-
cessing) www.propakghana.com

Saudi Plastics & Petrochem /
Saudi Print & Pack: 6-9 May, 2024,

Riyadh International Convention &
Exhibition Center (RICEC), Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. (Plastics & Petro-
chemicals, Printing & Packaging).
www.saudi-ppp.com
www.saudipp.com

GITEX Africa: 29-31 May, 2024, Bab
Jdid, Marrakech, Morocco. (Agritech,
Digital Health, Smart Manufacturing).
www.gitexafrica.com

Print 2 Pack 2024 / Paper Middle
East / Tissue-ME: 8-10 September,
2024, Egypt International Exhibition
Center (EIEC), Cairo, Egypt. (Packag-
ing & Printing, Paper & Paperboard,
Tissue & Hygienic Products)
www.print2packexpo.com
www.papermideast.com
www.tissueme.com

Propaper Dubai: 17-19 September,
2024, Festival Arena, Festival City
Dubai, Dubai, UAE. (Paper, Tissue,
Paperboard, Packaging & Printing)
www.propaperdubai.com

SGI Dubai 2024: 24-26 September,
2024, Dubai World Trade Centre
(DWTC), Dubai, UAE. (Printing,
Signage & Graphic Imaging)
www.signmiddleeast.com

GITEX Global: 14-18 October 2024,
Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC),
Dubai, UAE. (Agritech, Digital
Health, Smart Manufacturing).
www.gitex.com

Gulfood Manufacturing: 5-7 No-
vember, 2024, Dubai World Trade
Centre (DWTC), Dubai, UAE. (F&B).

www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com

paperworld Middle East: 12-14
November, 2024, Dubai World Trade
Centre (DWTC), Dubai, UAE. (Paper,
Stationery & Office Supplies)
www.paperworld-middle-east.
ae.messefrankfurt.com

pacprocess MEA / Food Africa:
3-5 December, 2024, Egypt Inter-
national Exhibition Center (EIEC),
Cairo, Egypt. (Processing & Packag-
ing, Food & Beverages)
WWww.pacprocess-mea.com
www.foodafrica-expo.com

Other Major Global
Printing & Packaging
Trade Shows

Paris Packaging Week 2024: 17-18
January, 2024, Paris Expo Porte de
Versailles, Paris, France. (Packaging)
www.parispackagingweek.com

paperworld India: 18-20 January,
2024, Bombay Exhibition Centre,
Mumbai, India. (Paper, Stationery &
Office Supplies) www.paperworld-
india.in.messefrankfurt.com

PAMEX 2024: 6-9 February, 2024,
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbai,
India. (Printing & Allied Machinery)
www.pamex.in

FESPA Global Print Expo: 19-22
March, 2024, RAlI Amsterdam, Am-
sterdam, The Netherlands. (Printing).
www.fespaglobalprintexpo.com

drupa 2024: 28 May - 7 June, 2024,
Dusseldorf Exhibition Centre, Dus-
seldorf, Germany. (Printing & Paper)
www.drupa.com

Sign China 2024: 19-21 September,
2024, Shanghai New International
Expo Centre (SNIEC), Shanghai, Chi-
na. (Traditional & Digital Signage)
www.signchinashow.com

glasstec: 22-25 October, 2024,
Dusseldorf Exhibition Centre, Dus-
seldorf, Germany. (Glass Manufac-
turing, Processing & Finishing)
www.glasstec-online.com

Labelexpo India 2024: 14-17 No-
vember, 2024, India Expo Centre &
Mart, Greater Noida, India. (Label &
Package Printing).
www.labelexpo-india.com
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Gulf Print & Pack

Gulf Print & Pack 2024 Focuses on Industry

Evolution

I
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All major companies
have thrown their
weight behind Gulf
Print & Pack 2024,
enthusiastically
participating to
display a slew of their
latest cutting-edge

technology
3
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The eagerly-awaited Gulf Print &
Pack is back in Dubai. The three-day
event is all set to unfold at the iconic
Dubai World Trade Centre from
9 to 11 January, 2024, as a bigger,
more exciting show, with loads of
business opportunities for industry
stakeholders. Over 235 exhibitors
from China, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt,
Germany, India, Italy, Netherlands,
Pakistan, Singapore, Turkey, UK, and
USA, besides host nation UAE, have
confirmed their participation.

An excited Barry Killengrey, Gulf Print
& Pack Event Director, says, “We're
delighted to be back on the bien-
nial calendar for the first time since
the pandemic. During this time, the
printing industry has evolved im-
mensely, with exciting new trends
such as digital embellishment
emerging, and this has intensified
the appetite to see more advancesin
digital technology, automation, and
workflow capabilities. The last Gulf
Print & Pack event was held in June
2022, attracting leading graphic arts
suppliers from across the globe and
over 7,500 international visitors.”
“With the milder climate, January is
the ideal time to plan a business trip
to Dubai and kick-start new business
here,” adds Killengrey. “Dubai is the
most populous city in the UAE and
has become a centre of trade and
commerce for the Middle East.”
Jade Grace, Managing Director,
Labelexpo Global Series, comments,
“We're excited to be running Gulf
Print & Pack again. We are seeing a
key trend developing in the MENA
market, which is the transition
to digital, not only for print and

post-print equipment, but also for
workflows that will be showcased
on the show floor.”

“Visitors can expect to see the latest
technology of on-demand book,
photobook production, labels and
package printing, and digital print-
ing of fabrics and floor tiles. MENA is
a key global market for the commer-
cial and package print industries and
Gulf Print & Pack in Dubai remains
our most important event in this
region.”

Focus of new and profitable niche
markets

The Middle East and North Africa’s
leading exhibition for the commer-
cial and package print sectors, Gulf
Print & Pack brings together Print
Service Providers (PSPs), commercial
and packaging printers, design-
ers, and print buyers from across
Africa, GCC, the Middle East, and
South Asia, looking to view the latest
technology in action including wide
format printers, digital corrugated,
cut-sheet inkjet, package printing
presses, and digital embellishment
systems.

“We are seeing a major shift towards
digital printing and finishing, along
with process automation, across
the commercial and package print
sectors. In the commercial sector,
the growth of cut-sheet digital
presses, hybrid wide format printers,
and high-speed inkjet transactional
printers is totally transforming the
printing landscape and opening up
new added value opportunities for
PSPs and commercial printers. In the
packaging sector, hybrid flexo-inkjet

presses, digital high-build varnish-
ing, and digital metallization and
automation are the key drivers of the
growth,” observes Killengrey.

Across three days, visitors to GPP
2024 will be able to learn how to
enter new and profitable niche mar-
kets in the fastest growing sectors of
print, everything from digital textiles
and wall coverings to labels, packag-
ing, and on-demand book printing.
Another key trend to be highlighted
is digital embellishment of cut-sheet
commercial work, folding cartons,
and labels.

Attendees can hear the noise of
machinery in live action, view
the various components, feel the
substrate textures, learn about the
latest cutting-edge technology,
expand business connections, and
get answers to all their print and
packaging dilemmas. “Each and
every solution can be compared,
you can touch the products, and can
also do some samples or proof of
concepts on them,” explains Ahmed
Fathy, Regional Business Manager
(Ricoh Graphic Communications),
Ricoh International B.V.

Technology giants with state-of-
the-art products

All major companies have thrown
their weight behind Gulf Print & Pack
2024, enthusiastically participat-
ing to display a slew of their latest
cutting-edge technology.

For Swiss heavyweight BOBST to
confirm their presence in a major
event like GPP 2024 is hardly sur-
prising, considering the optimism
shown by packaging manufacturers
about the growth prospects in the
region. On display at GPP 2024 will
be their state-of-the-art laminating
machines and Cl flexo printing
presses. Mohamed Hassairi, Re-
gional Marketing & Communications
Manager BOBST Africa & Middle East
and Turkey/Caucasus, elaborates,
“Our lineup of technologically
advanced laminating solutions and
processes are developed to meet
the requirements of all segments of
the market. They come with a range
of features like increased productiv-
ity, waste and cost reduction, and
enhanced modularity. Our Cl flexo
printing presses meet the require-
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ments of the demanding package
printing applications, due to their
capability of handling varied and
repeat lengths, as well as medium to
super-wide print widths.”

Digital imaging technology major
Epson will be showcasing its recently
extended range of SurePress label
presses, with the L-4733AW - a major
upgrade to the SurePress 4000 series
- making its maiden appearance in
the Middle East region. The short-
run label press offers a combination
of quality, consistency, repeatability,
and higher speed modes. While its
newly improved AQ4 ink-set delivers
a wider colour gamut and precise
colour matching on a variety of
substrates, it also offers simplified,
automated maintenance features
designed to maximize uptime with
minimal operator intervention.

Also debuting are Epson’s new
cloud enabled ColorWorks C6500
and C4000 label printers designed
to meet the growing demand for
high-productivity colour labelling
solutions in varied sectors.

GPP 2024 also provides the perfect
platform for Heidelberg to showcase
its latest range of digital production

presses. Leading provider of innova-
tive print and media solutions in
the Middle East region, Heidelberg
Middle East will unveil the new
Versafire LV and Versafire LP digital
printing systems. Both presses are
powered by the enhanced Prinect
Digital Front End (DFE) - a second-
generation software developed in-
house by Heidelberg - that ensures
a flexible, standardized, highly pro-
ductive, and intuitive combination
of offset and digital technology, set-
ting a new standard for print shops
with hybrid workflows.

General Manager Roger Nicodeme
says, “We are thrilled to be part of
Gulf Print & Pack 2024 and introduce
our latest digital printing solutions
to the Middle East market as part
of our commitment to providing
cutting-edge  technology and
complete printing solutions to our
customers in the region. We believe
that the Versafire digital presses
and Prinect DFE will revolutionise
the industry by taking digital and
offset printing to the next level.”
Imaging and electronics company
Ricoh is another big player, all set
to showcase three new products:

RICOH Pro 9500, RICOH Pro C7500,
and RICOH Auto Color Adjuster.
RICOH 9500 is designed to elevate
productivity and quality, simplify
operations and expand application
opportunities, improve efficiency
and automation, while developing
greater labour savings through the
entire workflow. The toner-based
press enables commercial specialists
to further accelerate their analogue
to digital transition or upgrade their
print on demand-oriented digital
capabilities.

RICOH C7500 comes with a several
advanced features. Its built-in new
neon colour profiles expand the
colour gamut for more vivid colour
expression. Another new feature
is an elastic intermediate transfer
belt to support rough or uneven
textured media, giving progressive
PSPs to broaden their range of
applications and benefitting from
enhanced print quality.

RICOH Auto Color Adjuster helps
commercial printers expand into
critical markets, increase produc-
tion versatility, streamline produc-
tion processes, and improve the
quality and consistency of the jobs
they deliver.
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the organizers expect
visitor footfall to top
pre-pandemic numbers
for the first time, and
have a full capacity
printing exhibition in

the Middle East
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GPP 2024 to run in full capacity
With a substantial increase in the
number of confirmed exhibitors who
will display their high technology
products and capabilities, the orga-
nizers expect visitor footfall to top
pre-pandemic numbers for the first
time, and have a full capacity printing
exhibition in the Middle East.

Venue: Sheikh Saeed Halls 1 & 2,
Dubai World Trade Centre, Sheikh
Zayed Road, Dubai Central
Business District, Dubai, UAE.

Opening Timings:
(9-10 Jan., 2024): 10am to 5.30pm.
(11 Jan., 2024): 10am to 4.30pm.

Last entry is 30 minutes before
close of event.
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Dubai Gears Up for Inaugural FESPA Middle

East
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FESPA Middle East will
also feature a strong
line-up of distributors
showcasing a range of
global brands
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Dubai is all set to welcome the inau-
gural edition of FESPA Middle East,
the premier global print and signage
tradeshow. To be held from 29 to 31
January, 2024, at the state-of-the-art
Dubai Exhibition Centre (DEC), it is
the first time FESPA ventures into the
Middle East market.

FESPA CEO Neil Felton says that it was
only a matter of time before FESPA
made its entry into the Middle East
region: “Major vendors have been
expressing a strong appetite for a
content-led FESPA event in the Middle
East for some time now, matched by a
demand from leading specialty print
providers. The Middle East market
continues to show a robust year-on-
year growth, with key sectors such
as tourism demonstrating a healthy
post-COVID recovery, alongside the
region’s renowned core industries.”
“There's a lot of development in
the region which leads to new
opportunities in the print field.
FESPA's experience and know-how
will complement that. | am sure that
the inaugural FESPA Middle East will
serve as a significant training and
learning platform for regional print-
ers, and it will be a great chance for
us all to share and connect. We're
excited for the event to come to the
Middle East to help lift the industry,
increase knowledge, and make a
marked difference in the market.
The maiden event will lead to a lot
of new opportunities for us as print-
ers,” adds Felton.

FESPA Middle East is 40% Bigger
FESPA had to add a third hall to the
exhibition, increasing the size of its

marquee event in the Middle East
by 40% in response to the significant
interest shown from global suppliers
and regional distributors.

With over 130 brands having con-
firmed their presence, delegates will
have an opportunity to see digital
wide format, screen, and textile
printing hardware, software, media,
and consumables, as well as printed
and non-printed signage solutions.
Visitors can also see print and sig-
nage solutions from event sponsors
including CMYK, Epson, Flex-Europa,
and Signtrade, and hardware from
leading suppliers IECHO, Mimaki,
Roland, and Vanklaser. Aerolam,
Avery Dennison, BestSub, Boyang,
MacTac, and Mecolour are among
the companies presenting media
and consumables.

FESPA Middle East will also feature
a strong line-up of distributors
showcasing a range of global brands
including 3M, Brother, Graphtec, HP,
Mutoh, Onyx, Orafol, Philips Digital
Signage, PONGS, swissQprint, Val-
iani, Vision, and many more.
Platinum sponsor Signtrade has
taken a significant space to show-
case solutions from over 30 brands,
including 3M, Cosign, HP, Starflex,
and swissQprint.

Bazil Cassim, Regional Manager -
FESPA Middle East, comments, “Our
mission for the inaugural FESPA Mid-
dle East event is to extend FESPA's
global exhibitions, business support,
and community to the Middle East,
North Africa, and South Asia. With
the strong line-up of exhibitors,
delegates will see solutions from
over 130 brands across the specialty

print and signage industries. We're
excited about expanding FESPA’s
presence in this new market to help
regional print and signage business-
es to take hold of new opportunities
to support our growing FESPA Direct
membership in MEA.”

Colour Confidence Workshops:
Interactive Knowledge

On day one (29 January, 2024),
delegates to FESPA Middle East can
join a series of interactive Colour
Confidence workshops on colour
management hosted by ColorBase
CEO and Founder Marco Roos. The
seminar’s first session (10.30am -
12.30pm), aimed at print operators,
will offer essential insights and prac-
tical guidance, including valuable
tips and tricks to enhance colour
consistency, diagnose issues, and
implement effective solutions.

The second session (2.30pm -4.30pm),
tailormade for sales professionals in
the printing sector, will offer strategies
to understand the significance of
colour accuracy, effective communi-
cation methods for addressing limita-
tions, and ways of handling customer
complaints with finesse.

FESPA Leadership Exchange
(FLEX): Discover the Industry

As education is at the heart of
FESPA, visitors to the upcoming
FESPA Middle East will have ample
opportunities to discover industry
advancements, future trends, and
learn key skills for their business by
attending the FESPA Leadership
Exchange (FLEX) running on day two
(30 January, 2024).

The second edition of FLEX will see
senior figures from leading print
businesses in the Middle East gather
to connect with their peers from the
wider FESPA global community in
an innovative format designed to
facilitate business growth and inter-
regional knowledge exchange.

The event’s unique format offers 3
bite-sized content sessions, which
have been specially curated to
provide visitors with world class
insights and inspiration in the fields
of Market Trends, Sustainability, and
New Technology.

While sessions covering market
trends will provide an overview of
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the FESPA Print Census 2023 - the
largest worldwide print research
project which collects and shares
market intelligence - the new tech-
nology segment will dive deeper
into a range of topics including ar-
tificial intelligence, personalization,
and digital improvements.

FESPA Board Members Alberto
Masserdoti, Christian Duyckaerts,
and Christophe Aussenac; FESPA
CEO Neil Felton; and CMO Council
Advisory Board Member Haris Munif
will facilitate a knowledge exchange
within these sessions with the aim of
sharing their specialist expertise and
global market insights.

FLEX aims to connect the region’s
innovative and forward-thinking
printers, to learn and debate the
future of wide format digital, textile,
and screening printing sectors, and
explore the wider opportunities
available to the modern print ser-
vice provider.

Sustainability Spotlight: Road to a
Greener Future

Located in DEC's North Hall 1B,
Sustainability Spotlight provides
useful, informative, and actionable
advice for specialty printers look-
ing to make their businesses more
sustainable.

Pa
Club FESPA
Lounge

The topics covered are broad and
include ideas to reduce costs by
optimizing energy and resources.
Guest contributors will present short
insights into matters such as energy
reduction through renewable, ener-
gy efficiency strategies and manage-
ment; carbon foot-printing facilities
and benchmarking; certification
schemes to add value to businesses
while avoiding greenwashing; brands
and the benefit of reducing Scope 3
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions;
and supply chain transparency.
Sustainability Spotlight will also
feature a textile and graphics display
area that showcases products in
leather and fabrics, as well as innova-
tive materials for graphic applications
highlighting  their  sustainabil-
ity characteristics. Each substrate will
feature an information card to enable
participants to learn more about
its sustainable attributes. Another
interesting aspect is that, in partner-
ship with ReBoard Technology, the
entire showcase area is built using
recyclable and reusable materials.

World Wrap Masters Middle East:
a Bonus for the Region’s Fastest
Growing Market

By making its debut in 2024, FESPA
Middle East will be bringing along

FESPA Wrap Masters - one of its most
cherished events - to the MENA
region, recognized as one of the
fastest growing markets for vehicle
wrapping, driven by the surging
demand for customization and paint
protection films (PPF).

The World Wrap Masters Middle East
guarantees three exciting days where
competitors will face off in a series of
exhilarating, high-pressure rounds,
racing against the clock to wrap
vehicle panels and objects using an
array of films, designs, and materials.
Judged by vehicle wrap experts Ivan
Tenchey, Kiss Lajos, and Ole Solskin
meticulously evaluating each round,
the highest scoring competitors will
advance to the next phase. Visitors in-
terested in vehicle wrapping can also
access free daily training workshops
and demonstrations.

Besides the competition, the event
will feature live demos of cutting-
edge products and training sessions
sharing the latest tips and tricks in
the industry. Plus, competitors and
visitors alike can get their latest
products and technology from
event partners Avery Dennison,
Mactac, and Wrapstock.

The World Wrap Masters Middle East
winner will compete live on the floor
show for the champion title at the
2024 World Wrap Masters Final at
FESPA Global Print Expo, Amsterdam,
the Netherlands, on 21-22 March, 2024.

Club FESPA Lounge: Where Busi-
ness & Pampering go Hand-in-hand
Exclusive to members of FESPA Direct
and FESPA'’s national associations is a
free access to the Club FESPA lounge
for some warm and preferential
treatment. Located on stand B50, the
lounge offers networking opportuni-
ties with regional and global printers
and signmakers, and will include
seminars and all-day refreshments.

To become a FESPA Direct member,
log on to www.fespa.com/en/
become-a-member/fespa-direct

Venue: The Dubai Exhibition Centre
(DEQ), Expo City, Dubai, UAE.

Opening Timings:
(29-30 Jan., 2024): 10am to 6pm,
(31 Jan., 2024): 10am to 5pm.
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By making its debut
in 2024, FESPA Middle
East will be bringing
along FESPA Wrap
Masters - one of its
most cherished events
- to the MENA region,
recognized as one of
the fastest growing
markets for vehicle
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E-inkTechnologySeesEfficient&Colourful Future
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One of the most
significant

developments in e-ink

technology is the

introduction of colour

displays
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It all began in the second half of
the 20th century when digital
technology began to gradually
replace mechanical and analogue
electronic technology as a means
of storing, transferring, and utilizing
information. The digital revolution
ushered in a proliferation of digital
computers and digital data storage.

E Ink Corporation: the company
Established in 1997 in Billerica,
Massachusetts, E Ink Corporation
provides low power e-ink modules
to world renowned brands and
manufacturers. The US company is
considered the originator, pioneer,
and commercial leader of electronic
paper (e-ink) technology.

E-readers

E-readers have become a popular
device for reading books, maga-
zines, and other written forms of
online content for several reasons.
You can carry an entire library on
your device, read on the go, and
adjust the font size as per your con-
venience giving a healthier screen
time. E-readers have also become
increasingly popular over the years
thanks to advancing and affordable
technology in this area. Digital tech-
nology is here to stay and so are the

e-readers.

E-ink has come a long way, from the
earliest e-readers of the aughts to a
huge array of devices in every major
category. But the question asked is,
can it actually replace mainstream
displays? “We were going to take
over the world. We were going to
do everything, all by ourselves,
and it was going to be the biggest
company in history. Then the dot-
com crash happened and money
was a little bit harder,” says Timothy
O’Malley, AVP, US Regional Business
Unit at E Ink Corporation. E Ink’s
technology first made its way into
Sony Librie, Sony’s e-reader that
hit the markets in 2004, but it was
the Amazon Kindle series, launched
in 2007, that put them on the map.
“When the product was launched
in the US, Sony and Amazon Kindle,
that sort of had the magic. And
the next five years there was 300%
growth year over year over year,”
adds O’'Malley.

Growing applications

Electronic paper technology has
made some big strides in recent
years to the point where it is no
longer restricted to e-readers. E-ink
is popularin signage used for public
displays which needs to consistently
update information but in a power
efficient way that can be viewed
from multiple angles. The technol-
ogy has been charging ahead
with improvements since the mid
aughts. “Take Kindle, for example,
which has changed so much over
the years. The update time is three
to four times faster, contrast ratio is
three to four times higher, and the
cost is probably about five to seven
times lower,” explains O’Malley.
E-ink also has specific benefits over
most phone screens that use tradi-
tional LCD and OLED technology
in terms of its power efficiency and
reflective displays.

Introducing colour display

E Ink and other companies that
use its electronic paper to make
consumer  devices, including
China’'s DASUNG and Onyx, and
Norway’s reMarkable, have made
huge strides in overcoming chal-
lenges related to screen contrast,
refresh rates, and colour displays.
With these, the scope of e-ink was
stretched beyond e-readers as

today we have e-ink colour tablets,
monitors, notepads, smartwatches,
and more Kindles. Even videos can
be watched on some e-ink displays,
albeit with a lesser picture quality as
compared to one’s personal phone.
One of the most significant devel-
opments in e-ink technology is
the introduction of colour displays.
While e-ink screens have been
around for over two decades, they
were primarily limited to black and
white displays. Recent advance-
ments have made it possible to
produce e-ink screens capable of
displaying a full range of colours,
which will open up new possibilities
for diverse applications.

New use cases of e-ink technol-
ogy on the horizon

E-ink has also found its way into
various other concepts like cloth-
ing, furniture, and even robotics.
Looking at the future, experts
believe that this could just be the
tip of the iceberg in electronic pa-
per applications when it comes to
form, factors, and surfaces. Major
companies have already begun
using e-ink technology, showcas-
ing innovative and sustainable
ways to future business. German
car maker BMW presented its new
vision vehicle - an actual colour-
changing concept car - the BMW
i Vision Dee at the Consumer Elec-
tronics Show (CES) 2023 in Las Ve-
gas, using this technology. SHARP
Corporation  introduced new
colour models of their electronic
paper display e-posters that were
unveiled during the SHARP Tech-
Day in Tokyo. The new e-poster
offered expanded colour gamut,
enabling greater colour saturation
and contrast.

“One of my favourite is Badger, a
programmable badge with e-ink
display,” says E Ink’s O’Malley.
“The smart badge can be clipped
on to the user’s clothing, and is
in particular designed for use in a
healthcare setting, such as a hos-
pital. It helps the deaf or hearing-
impaired to easily understand
what the wearer is saying. Bringing
E Ink’s technology to our everyday
lives and making communications
much more effective is one of the
things | do hope to see more of in
the next few years.”
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Are You Set to Capture Continuous Growth?

By Sander Sondaal, Director, Com-
mercial Print Sales, Ricoh Graphic
Communications, Ricoh Europe
Change is constant - how do you
manage change in a positive way?
By finding and exploiting opportu-
nities. Which leads me to highlight
that continuous feed inkjet presses
are responsible for producing
growing volumes in the general
commercial print, book, and direct
mail sectors, driven by their increas-
ing productivity and quality.

That is among the highlights Ralph
Schlozer, WhatTheyThink European
section editor, shared at the fourth
annual Technology Outlook Week.
Citing data from digital print technol-
ogy research specialist |.T. Strategies,
he explained book and direct mail
volumes will continue to see steady
growth in continuous feed inkjet
production, while its overall percent-
age of commercial print volume is
expected to double by 2028.

Each sector has its own defining
influences:

Books and publications

The fastest growing application for
high speed inkjet is book printing
according to IT Strategies. This is
in stark contrast to predictions a
few years ago about how e-readers
would eat into the market share of
physical books. COVID helped us
fall back in love with the look, feel
and comfort of a good book. Ralph
also pointed to an increase in short
run, on demand book production.
He said self-publishers and com-
mercial publishers are moving
away from a focus on per unit cost.
Publishers are giving consideration
to full logistics around book order-
ing, processing, and warehousing
which is driving greater invest-
ment in full end to end automa-
tion. A growing focus for them is
on how production can be located
close to need for sustainability
purposes. And many are looking to
link their ERP ordering systems to
one of the global networks of print
businesses that have been created
to meet their needs for reliable,
responsive delivery.

Data driven print

This is seeing growth from a resur-
gence in direct mail. Influenced
by the impact communication

privacy laws are having on
constraining social media adver-
tising. As a result, direct mail is
being given greater prominence
in marketing alongside digital
channels. It is increasingly clear
that marketersre now focused on
tailored campaigns and the abil-
ity to create highly personalised
content as data management
drives the engagement directly
to the audience with the greatest
impact. This represents a great
opportunity for agile Print Service
Providers with the right technol-
ogy and data skills. For example,
the ability of web fed presses to
print at speed on glossy offset
coated stocks or thicker substrates
provides a wider choice of appli-
cations for greater impact.

Commercial print
I.T. Strategies is finding that com-
mercial printing, consisting of a
broad range of applications rang-
ing from business cards, flyers,
and marketing collateral, to point
of purchase posters, is increas-
ingly discovering the benefit of
high speed inkjet printing. This is
in part due to the ability to print
at the highest quality on coated
paper. It also reports that the sec-
tor is converging with direct mail.
Industry consultancy Smithers’
The Future of Digital Printing to
2032 agreed that print is increas-
ingly being personalised as part
of mixed channel campaigns
and that Big Data and improved
analytics are providing more
marketing insight into consumer
preferences. It attributed this to
latest technology developments.
These developments suit the
evolving demands of print buyers
because they meet the changing
preferences of consumers better
than the analogue alternatives.
Technological enhancements,
combined with the expertise
of print providers, make inkjet
competitive against offset, flexo,
gravure, screen, and digital toner
printing.
Improved that
deliver:
+ Flexibility and agility for great
responsiveness to client re-
quirements.

capabilities

+ The ability to print only what is
needed on demand and with
carriable content for enhanced
efficiency.

+ Latest technology for high
performance quality and reli-
ability.

+ Responsible production with
reduced waste and use of
chemicals and materials. Print-
ing on demand helps eliminate
redundancy throughout the
supply chain.

These and more are supported by
Ricoh’s high speed inkjet portfolio
that includes the new Ricoh Pro™
VC80000 high speed inkjet press.
It introduces a number of ground-
breaking technologies that assure
high quality output at speeds up
to 150mpm - a 50% increase on
previous generation presses. They
include faster start up times with
new ‘firefly’ dryer technology,
next level automated quality con-
trol with fully incorporated RICOH
Pro Scanner and the elimination
of manual image adjustment
with a spectrophotometer for
real time monitoring of colour
reproduction. There is also highly
automated quick paper setup,
SmartStart automated machine
setup, enhanced communication
for inline finishing, plus mainte-
nance and performance improve-
ments.

To conclude, inkjet helps you stay
relevant and offers you more op-
portunity. So, discover more about
how to increase your share of book
manufacturing, direct mail, or gen-
eral commercial print volumes with
high speed inkjet technology.
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Epson Unleashes the Future of Printing

Shihab Ahmed Zubair
Sales Manager
Epson ME

X | ME Printer January-February 2024

Exclusive Epson Insights into
FESPA 2024 and Gulf Print & Pack
2024 Showcases

As the print technology landscape
continues to evolve, Epson stands
at the forefront, showcasing its
commitment to innovation and
industry leadership. In this exclu-
sive interview with Shihab Ahmed
Zubair, Sales Manager, Epson ME,
and Abderrazek Hakimi, Sales
Manager, Business System, Epson
Middle East., we delve into Epson's
participation in two significant
events — FESPA Middle East 2024
and Gulf Print & Pack 2024 to be
held in January 2024. We explore
Epson's latest printing innovations,
its strategic plans and preparations,
insights from past FESPA events,
and a detailed look at the unique
features of key products like the Su-
reColor SC-V7000 UV flatbed printer
and the SureColor SC-R5010L Resin
Ink Large Format Printer. Addition-
ally, we uncover Epson's motiva-
tions for participating in Gulf Print
& Pack 2024, its target audience,
engagement strategies, and expec-
tations from the event.

FESPAMiddleEast2024questions:

1. Tell us about your participation
in the inaugural FESPA Middle
East event?

Epson ME is excited to join the
inaugural FESPA Middle East 2024
at Dubai Exhibition Centre. As
part of our participation, we will
be showcasing some of the latest
printing innovations, including
the Epson V7000, our debut UV
large format printer for vibrant
retail, outdoor signage and packag-
ing; the SC-R5010L, our versatile

resin ink printer that prints on vinyl,
textile, wallpaper, and more; and
the F2200, which delivers precise
direct-to-garment and film printing.
We will also present the SC-F6400H,
a six-colour dye sublimation printer
for textile producers and promo-
tional goods businesses.

Epson’s presence at FESPA signifies
our commitment to innovation
and empowering industries with
cutting-edge printing technology.
FESPA Middle East will provide us
with a platform to engage industry
professionals and showcase our
diverse range of products, driving
new possibilities in the region's
print landscape.

2.What are your plans and prepa-
rations?

At FESPA Middle East 2024, Epson
ME will present cutting-edge
printing technology and highlight
a diverse array of printers that are
tailored to meet specific industry
needs. We anticipate strong
interest in the Epson V7000, our
groundbreaking UV large format
printer, which is engineered to craft
attention-grabbing retail displays,
outdoor signage, packaging, and
decorative items.

We will create an engaging environ-
ment at our Stand D10, to enable
visitors to experience our printers
firsthand and gain insight into their
remarkable commercial potential.
Our presence at FESPA Middle East
will highlight our products’ trans-
formative power, enabling busi-
nesses to raise printing standards
and explore new opportunities
across business sectors.

3. Have you participated in any
FESPA event before? If yes, please

explain the opportunities you had.
Epson has actively participated in
previous FESPA events around the
world, leveraging these platforms to
highlight our latest innovations. At
the FESPA Global Print Expo 2022, we
made a remarkable impact with live
printing demonstrations. Along with
our partners, we highlighted the
diverse applications and impressive
outcomes achievable through our
range of professional inkjet printers
and other key products.

Our stand was strategically de-
signed to present various printing
possibilities across different areas.
In the promotional segment, we
exhibited desktop dye sublimation
printers alongside the SC-F2100
DTG printer, demonstrating how
small businesses can produce
personalised merchandise such as
mugs, phone covers, and t-shirts.
Our  latest  direct-to-garment
printer, the SureColor SC-F3000,
offers a complete DTG package for
high-volume fabric printing.

The expo also featured Epson's ad-
vanced printers such as the direct-
to-fabric digital textile printer
Monna Lisa ML-8000 and the dye
sublimation printers SC-F9400H
and SC-F10000H, which offer ap-
plications in fashion, home textiles,
and soft signage.

Our participation extended to the
signage area with printers like the
SureColor SC-R5000L, which enables
easy printing on various materials.
Additionally, we unveiled the Sure-
Color SC-V7000, Epson's first UV flat-
bed printer, which is ideal for diverse
applications on rigid substrates.
FESPA has previously served as a
dynamic platform for Epson and
its partners to demonstrate a wide
array of printing applications,
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demonstrating how businesses can
expand into new markets and lever-
age our innovative technologies to
maximise revenue potential.

- Can you provide insights into the
unique features and capabilities
of the SureColor SC-V7000 UV flat-
bed printer and how it addresses
the needs of the target market?
The SureColor SC-V7000 UV flatbed
printer stands out with its Ultra-
Chrome UV 10-colour inkset, ensur-
ing exceptional print quality crucial
for diverse applications in the target
market. Its high-speed simultane-
ous printing with white, color, and
varnish maximizes efficiency.

With a generous maximum print
size of 2.5m x 1.25m and versatil-
ity across a wide range of media,
it expands product offerings.
Epson offers a complete solu-
tion, integrating printheads, ink,
firmware, and software, providing
a comprehensive, reliable tool for
businesses seeking superior quality
and diverse printing capabilities in
the large format UV printing arena.

- What sets the SureColor SC-
R5010L Resin Ink Large Format
Printer apart in terms of its tech-
nology and applications, and
how does it cater to the demands
of the industry?

The SureColor SC-R5010L Resin
Ink Large Format Printer stands
out due to its cutting-edge resin

ink technology, offering superior
image quality and diverse applica-
tions, meeting industry demands
for high-quality output.

- Regarding the SureColor SC-
F6400H 44-inch Dye Sub Printer,
what specific advantages does it
offer for dye sublimation printing
in comparison to other products
in the market?

The SureColor SC-F6400H 44-inch
Dye Sub Printer boasts advantages
in dye sublimation printing with en-
hanced color vibrancy, productivity,
and reliability, distinguishing itself
within the market.

printers, aligning with the needs of
key industries like pharmaceuticals,
chemical, food & beverage, and
logistics. As labeling and packaging
play pivotal roles in the UAE's targeted
expansion of manufacturing opera-
tions and Saudi Arabia's anticipated
growth in the pharma and food and
beverage sector, Epson’s label printing
solutions aim to meet the demands
for branding, user safety, and industry
compliance within these sectors.

Epson’s focus on delivering superior
image quality, flexibility, robustness,
and compactness in label printing
solutions caters to the diverse re-
quirements of both established man-
ufacturers and emerging SMEs across
the MENA region. The showcased
printers, including the SurePress
L-4733AW, ColorWorks C6500 Series,
and compact ColorWorks CW-C4000,
address various label printing needs,
from high productivity for larger
clients to affordable on-demand
printing for smaller-scale operations.
Moreover, this exhibition marks the
premiere demonstration of Epson’s
cloud-enabled ColorWorks range
in collaboration with Loftware.
This integration extends significant
advantaaes to MENA customers. en-

Gulf Print & Pack 2024 questions:

What motivated Epson to par-
ticipate in Gulf Print & Pack 2024,
and what specific goals does the
company aim to achieve through
its presence at the event?

Epson’s participation in Gulf Print &
Pack 2024 stems from our commit-
ment to supporting the GCC's manu-
facturing sector, poised to significantly
contribute to the region’s non-energy
GDP. The event provides a platform
for Epson to showcase a spectrum
of industrial and commercial label

abling scalability, streamlined label
printing tasks across multiple loca-
tions, and centralized management
for enhanced consistency and flex-
ibility. Epson's presence at Gulf Print
& Pack 2024 signifies its dedication
to providing cutting-edge, cloud-
connected label printing solutions
to meet the evolving needs of the
MENA manufacturing landscape.

How does Epson perceive the sig-
nificance of Gulf Print & Pack 2024
inthe context of the MENA region's
print technology industry?

Abderrazek Hakimi
Sales Manager,
Business System
Epson ME
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At FESPA Middle East
2024, Epson ME will
present cutting-edge
printing technology

and highlight a diverse

array of printers that
are tailored to meet

specificindustry needs
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By participating in
Gulf Print & Pack
2024, Epson aims
to demonstrate its
commitment to
addressing evolving
industry needs,
enabling decision-
makers to experience
firsthand Epson’s
innovative label
printing solutions
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Epson sees Gulf Print & Pack 2024
as a pivotal event in the MENA
region's print technology industry,
representing an opportunity to
showcase our cutting-edge indus-
trial and commercial label printers.
These solutions are tailored to meet
the distinct needs of dynamic sec-
tors like pharmaceuticals, chemical,
food & beverage, and logistics,
which significantly contribute to
the region’s economic growth.
The strategic emphasis on label-
ing and packaging aligns with
ambitious manufacturing targets
in Abu Dhabi, anticipating 100 new
operations in 2024 alone, and the
projected substantial expansion of
Saudi Arabia's food and beverage
and pharma sectors by 2025.
Recognizing the crucial role ofimage
quality and versatile label printing
options for MENA manufacturers'
competitiveness in regional and
global markets, Epson has devel-
oped solutions to precisely meet
these demands. These solutions
cater to both established manufac-
turers and emerging SMEs, offering
reliable, photo-quality label printing
across all business scales.

By participating in Gulf Print & Pack
2024, Epson aims to demonstrate its
commitment to addressing evolving
industry needs, enabling decision-
makers to experience firsthand
Epson’s innovative label printing
solutions, positioned at Sheikh
Saeed Hall, stand B2at the Dubai
World Trade Centre. This involve-
ment highlights Epson's dedication
to supporting the growth of MENA
industries through cutting-edge
printing technology and stream-
lined label management solutions.

Who is Epson's primary target au-
dience at Gulf Print & Pack 2024?
Are there specific industries or
customer segments that the
company is particularly focused
on reaching?

At Gulf Print & Pack 2024, Epson's
primary target audience revolves
around industries seeking efficient
label printing solutions. We cater
to sectors such as manufacturing,
packaging, retail, and logistics.
Epson is targeting a diverse array of
industries within the GCC manufac-
turing landscape. This focus extends
to key sectors such as pharmaceu-

ticals, chemicals, food & beverage,
and logistics, showcasing advanced
label printing solutions tailored to
meet evolving regional needs.

How does Epson plan to engage
with Print Service Providers
(PSPs) and other potential cus-
tomers during the exhibition?
During Gulf Print & Pack 2024, Epson
plans to engage with Print Service
Providers (PSPs) and potential cus-
tomers by showcasing our tailored
label printing solutions for diverse
industries like pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, food & beverage, and lo-
gistics. Highlighting printers like the
SurePress L-4733AW for productivity
and reduced maintenance in larger
operations and the ColorWorks
C6500 Series for high-resolution,
on-demand printing, Epson aims to
exhibit quality, reliability, versatility,
and flexibility. Additionally, Epson’s
cloud-enabled ColorWorks print-
ers, a result of collaboration with
Loftware, target scalability and
centralized management, offering
PSPs and businesses across MENA
an interface for easy scalability and
consistent label printing.

What are Epson's expectations
regarding the impact of partici-
pating in Gulf Print & Pack 2024
on its brand visibility and market
presence in the MENA region?
Epson anticipates heightened
brand visibility and market penetra-
tion across MENA through Gulf Print
& Pack 2024.

How does Epson anticipate the
exhibition will contribute to build-
ing relationships with existing cus-
tomers and acquiring new ones?

They aim to foster deeper ties with
existing clients and forge connec-
tions with new ones, showcasing

innovative label printing solutions
tailored to diverse industries.

How does Epson approach
innovation in the print technol-
ogy sector, and are there any
emerging trends or technologies
that the company is particularly
excited about showcasing at Gulf
Print & Pack 2024?

Epson focuses on pioneering print
technology innovation, with a
keen eye on emerging trends. At
Gulf Print & Pack 2024, they aim
to showcase advancements in
materials and software that align
with industry demands for superior
quality, scalability, and streamlined
printing processes.

In terms of materials and software
launches, what innovations does
Epson plan to highlight during the
exhibition, and how do these align
with current industry demands?
Epson aims to unveil cutting-edge
materials and software innovations
aligning with industry demands
at Gulf Print & Pack 2024. By focus-
ing on label printing solutions for
key sectors like pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, food & beverage, and lo-
gistics, Epson emphasizes superior
image quality, flexibility, and com-
pactness. Showcasing the SurePress
L-4733AW for high productivity and
reduced maintenance, along with
the ColorWorks C6500 Series en-
abling high-resolution on-demand
printing, they cater to diverse needs.
Additionally, their cloud-enabled
ColorWorks range, a result of col-
laboration with Loftware, promises
seamless, high-productivity color
labeling across various industries,
showcasing Epson's commitment
to innovation and streamlined
operations in  MENA's evolving
manufacturing landscape.
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The 9" edition of the premier international paper exhibition

i HEofe

Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre - ADNEC
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

abu dhabi

Canvantion & ExbvbEion Bureau

ﬁ 210 35 16.000 10
Exhibitors Exhibiting Visitors Visiting

Countries Countries

Dubai Office @ Istanbul Office
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Gulf Print & Pack 2024, the Middle East and North Africa's premier commercial and printing trade
show returns to Dubai. Across three days, witness live demonstrations of the latest machinery, plus
materials, inks and smart technology from the leading manufacturers all in one place.

Learn how to enter new and profitable niche markets in the fastest growing sectors of print,
everything from digital textiles and wall coverings to labels, packaging and on-demand
book printing.

Come and meet hundreds of leading suppliers who will help you make informed
buying decisions and expand your printing network.

Visit Gulf Print & Pack 2024 to discover your world of print. '.

GULF PRINT
& PACK 2024

Register today for free at:
www.gulfprintpack.com



